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UM Professor Richard Drake enjoys a quiet moment in his office in the Liberal Arts building on Tuesday afternoon. Drake, 
the chair of the history department, is the dominant organizer behind the President’s Lecture Series, which brings guest 
speakers from a variety of backgrounds to the university to share their insight and experiences. 
Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
Andrew Dusek
Montana Kaimin
With the carefully constructed 
cadences of an academic, Alexan-
der Nehamas spoke to the crowd 
that had gathered in the dark-
ness before him on a late-March 
evening. The renowned philoso-
pher had come to the University 
of Montana campus to reflect on 
the morality, mystery and innate 
beauty of friendship. His talk was 
part of the President’s Lecture Se-
ries, which has hosted more than 
200 speakers from around the 
world during the past 23 years. 
But with changes at the univer-
sity in the offing, it could be an 
endangered species.
Started in 1987 during the 
short tenure of university presi-
dent James Koch, the series has 
drawn a wide range of speakers, 
from famous figures like Acad-
emy Award-winning director 
Sydney Pollack and Nobel Prize-
winning poet Seamus Heaney to 
obscure academics whose names 
elicit little or no recognition. But 
while speakers and even universi-
ty presidents have come and gone, 
one man remained a constant fix-
ture of the series, always sitting in 
the darkness of the audience.
Professor Richard Drake, chair 
of the UM history department, has 
been at the helm of the program 
since its inception. Koch appoint-
ed him to be the sole coordinator 
of the series, and he has remained 
the only individual to hold the po-
sition. In light of recent changes 
at the University, however, many 
question the future of the lecture 
series.       
President George Dennison 
Endangered species of the mind
The past and future of the President’s Lecture Series
announced his retirement in Janu-
ary after 20 years at the Universi-
ty, amid the uncertainty of a $3.6 
million budget shortfall.  In addi-
tion, Drake, 67, announced that he 
was stepping down as chair of the 
history department, although he 
said it was to focus more intently 
on the lecture series.  
“I’m spreading myself too thin 
with my workload,” he said, add-
ing that he has a while yet before 
he’s done.  
Drake appeared undaunted 
and unwilling to let changes at 
the University affect the lecture 
series or his dedicated service 
as coordinator.  He said it is a 
position he thoroughly enjoys, 
and he completely invests himself 
in the coordination process, from 
establishing initial contact to the 
lecturer’s last uttered phrase.
The process begins more than 
a year in advance.  Once the list 
of speakers is approved for each 
academic year, Drake meticu-
lously oversees every detail of 
the preparations. Working with a 
yearly budget of $25,000, he con-
tacts each candidate with a “quite 
detailed” e-mail invitation.  The 
message includes his preferenc-
es regarding what he wants the 
speaker to present at the lecture 
and accompanying afternoon 
seminar, as well as an explanation 
of what it is in the individual’s 
background that drew his interest. 
That is the hook that reels them 
in.
Once the speakers accept the 
offer, the assisting starts. Drake 
picks them up from the airport, 
chauffeurs them around Missou-
la and oversees their scheduled 
events during their stay. These in-
clude interviews on Montana Pub-
lic Radio, luncheons with faculty 
and dinner at the Prescott House.             
Two days after Nehamas’ re-
flection on friendship, Drake 
sat in his stifling hot office in 
the Liberal Arts building, amid 
shelves of history texts and file 
cabinets containing the event pro-
grams and information for every 
speaker in the history of the se-
ries.  He praised the message of 
his latest guest speaker, a Prince-
ton University humanities profes-
sor, and chalked up the event as 
In my view, the President’s Lecture Series has become such a 
critical part of the institutional culture. Any effort to discontinue 
it will immediately raise concerns about the robustness and 
vitality of the intellectual atmosphere and environment on campus.
-George Dennison,  University of Montana President
See LECTURE, page 15
A ballot referendum asking stu-
dents to support establishing a $5 
refundable fee for MontPIRG was 
temporarily removed from the bal-
lot Tuesday after miscommunica-
tion from the ASUM office and an 
unintentional error of the Kaimin 
business office.
The ASUM constitution re-
quires ballot language for any ref-
erendum going to a student vote to 
be published in the Kaimin four 
consecutive issues before elections 
open. The MontPIRG referendum 
did not meet this requirement be-
cause the ad containing the refer-
endum language was accidentally 
excluded from the last two issues 
of the paper.
“(Tuesday) morning at about 
11, I was looking at the Kaimin, 
and I looked for the referendum 
language,” ASUM Vice President 
Emily May said. “The athletic fee 
was in there, but the MontPIRG fee 
wasn’t there.”
May then spoke with Kaimin 
office manager Ruth Johnson, 
ASUM Legal Services Director 
Annie Hamilton and Elections 
Committee Chair Will Selph about 
a possible constitutional conflict.
After Selph spoke with fellow 
ASUM senators, the Elections 
Committee and May agreed to 
remove the MontPIRG fee from 
the CyberBear ballot at noon, the 
deadline to certify the ballot with 
UM Business Services.
“At that point, we called (Mont-
PIRG Chair) Jared Trilling and 
told him about our decision,” May 
said.
The Kaimin business office re-
ceived the order for the ad several 
hours after deadline Wednesday, 
but still published the referendum 
language Thursday, Johnson said. 
She said the e-mail order did not 
include directions to publish the ad 
on any other days. The ad was ac-
cidently excluded from the Friday 
and Tuesday editions because of 
confusion during the transition to 
next year’s advertising staff.
“We regret the error,” Johnson 
said.
The Kaimin business staff post-
ed the advertisement on the paper’s 
website Tuesday afternoon after 
a request from MontPIRG, which 
hoped the item could then still ap-
pear on this week’s regular ballot 
instead of during a special election 
May 3 to 4.
Trilling and other MontPIRG 
supporters expressed concern that 
voting turnout could be adversely 
affected by moving the referendum 
to a special election.
“We couldn’t really decide 
what to do,” May said. “It’s no 
one’s fault, but the constitutional 
requirements hadn’t been met. 
MontPIRG argued that they 
shouldn’t be punished for the mis-
take of the Kaimin.”
After May spoke with UM legal 
counsel David Arnofsky around at 
4 p.m., she e-mailed Business Ser-
vices to put MontPIRG back on the 
ballot for Wednesday and Thurs-
day’s regular elections.
“The constitutional requirement 
for appearing four days in the Kai-
min hasn’t been met so if someone 
chose to challenge that it would be 
interesting how that shakes out,” 
May said. “I’m not speaking about 
myself, but I think that someone 
probably will.”
Trilling said he is happy to have 
the referendum back on the regular 
ballot and encourages students to 
vote.
“We welcome the vote of the 
student body and oppose any ef-
forts to silence the student voice. 
Let the people vote; we don’t know 
what they are afraid of,” Trill-
ing said. “We’ve done everything 
right on our end. We collected over 
2,500 signatures. We have hung up 
and handed out over 3,000 pieces 
of literature about the vote and 
have collected over 1,000 pledges 
to vote in the last 48 hours. We are 
just trying to do the right thing by 
having students vote.”
The MontPIRG referendum 
and elections for positions on next 
year’s ASUM Senate opened for 
voting on CyberBear Wednesday 
at midnight and will close Thurs-
day evening.
A referendum proposing a 
$26.10 per-semester increase to the 
mandatory athletic fee paid by all 
students will be open for voting 
during a special election from 8 
a.m. on May 3 to 8 p.m. on May 4.
jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
MontPIRG temporarily removed from ballot
Jayme Fraser
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I’m glad it’s over. This column 
has proven to be more hassle than 
it’s worth. Here I thought I was 
just providing people with a few 
giggles before moving on to the 
crossword puzzle. I didn’t realize 
I was building a monster. But it 
wasn’t entirely my fault.
I admit it may have gotten out 
of hand some days, may have 
pissed people off, or may have 
come across as high-minded or 
elitist. But what’s important to re-
member here is I’m just joking.
At its core, that’s all it ever 
was. I didn’t fume all week think-
ing, “Who do I want to piss on 
this time?” I didn’t rub my hands 
together compulsively and rattle 
with a frightening “Mua-ha-ha!” 
before putting pen to paper. Usu-
ally, I didn’t even write this stuff 
until about two hours before my 
editor needed it.
Of course, I understand if 
readers were ever upset with me. 
I wrote some pretty hurtful stuff. 
But it’s important to remember 
that with any writing, the finished 
piece is never the author. 
In other words, this column is 
not me. It’s a voice and a persona 
I created to help move the words 
across the page swimmingly.
There was never a mission, es-
pecially not a malicious one. If the 
point wasn’t purely comical, you 
could say, if anything, the point 
was to highlight exactly what 
makes Missoula the coolest place 
on earth.
To be honest, I love Missoula. I 
love the people and the mountains. 
I love outdoor sports, hip-hop mu-
sic, going to bars and snowboard-
ing. But the things that make Mis-
soula the most interesting city in 
the West are its idiosyncrasies.
You’d have to be blind or a lu-
natic, or both, to not see that Mis-
soula is kind of a goofy place, 
made goofier by the people who 
so readily and willfully define 
themselves by some hobby, belief 
or cause. This isn’t bad; it’s just the 
way it is.
Every city in the world is like 
that. Each has different commu-
nities and populations that make 
it more than just a collection of 
homes, restaurants and bars. They 
make the city a living, breathing 
character in and of itself. The dif-
ference I perceived in Missoula 
was the light-hearted nature each 
of these populations adopted as a 
way to exist without taking them-
selves too seriously.
But what I see happening in 
Missoula is that some people take 
what they do and how they do it 
way too seriously. You have to 
have a laugh every once in a while, 
and that laugh should be at your-
self, otherwise you begin to breach 
a dangerously xenophobic barrier.
It’s the goofiness of the snow-
boarders, the die-hardness of the 
climbers and the dedication of the 
folks with a cause that make Mis-
soula a bad-ass place to live. But 
when these groups begin to defend 
themselves with a striking, blind 
loyalty toward their whatever-it-
is, Missoula becomes just another 
city with a bunch of cliques that 
can’t get along.
The only way to keep Missoula 
low-key and down-to-earth is to 
ensure that these different groups 
(whether you like them or not) are 
self-actualized about the nature 
of their existence. The first step: 
admit they exist. I admit that I am 
easily identifiable as a hipster and 
that makes me kind of an absurd 
and out-of-place entity. That’s OK. 
I laugh at myself a lot (almost as 
much as my friends laugh at me). 
But that’s a healthy practice. It can 
keep Missoula hipsters from be-
ing Chicago or New York hipsters. 
We embrace our bizarre nature 
and thus we can work within the 
greater framework of a highly di-
verse city.
The fact is Missoula likes to 
think of itself as an easy-going 
kind of town, and it is, for the most 
part. But when a dedicated climb-
er or snowboarder gets defensive 
over some stupid joke I made in 
a piss-ant column in some cam-
pus newspaper no one really reads 
anyway, they only pull their group 
out of this liberal, fun-loving im-
age.
Admit it, folks: As much as you 
like to think that Missoula evades 
definition, that we’re all a bunch of 
free-thinking, fun-loving hippies 
just “doing our own thing,” we still 
naturally gravitate toward groups 
of like-minded peers. That’s not 
bad. It’s just the way we are. We 
identify ourselves as part of a pop-
ulation. No matter how outside the 
regular paradigm you are, you’re 
still going to be identified as part 
of some group.
The only way to defy these def-
initions and the lines that separate 
us all is to laugh at ourselves. By 
taking a long, hard look at our-
selves and having a chuckle, we 
can weaken the walls that con-
tain us in our cliques. But those 
who defend the walls make them 
thicker. That these cliques exist 
makes us like every other city on 
the planet. Admitting that these 
cliques exist and accepting them 
and even embracing them is what 
makes us Missoula.
joshua.potter@umontana.edu
I never meant to offend the groups of Missoula
The red-headed 
stepchild
By Josh Potter
Laura Lundquist,
 News Editor  
EDITORIAL
Police in Virginia raided the 
James Madison University news-
paper April 16 and seized pho-
tographs of an April 10 campus 
riot to use as evidence. While 
the police might not have known 
they were acting unlawfully, the 
student editor knew, as did every 
American journalist. But some 
Virginia attorneys need to learn 
the hard way about the fierceness, 
fraternity and freedom of the 
press.                          
A few riot photos appeared in 
the April 12 issue of The Breeze, 
the student newspaper, after 
which police pressured the paper 
to surrender the photos so they 
could identify the rioters. 
The Breeze refused, as was its 
right. 
Perhaps the authorities thought 
they could play loose with the law 
because they were dealing with 
“kids.” But college journalists 
are no different than profession-
als under the law, and those in 
law enforcement better bone up 
on that. Not only that, but most of 
the time the police cannot force a 
journalist to turn informant.
And yet, a dozen police 
showed up in the newsroom a few 
days later with a search warrant, 
demanding the photos and threat-
ening to confiscate computers 
and cameras. 
In a tough spot with no le-
gal help, Editor-In-Chief Katie 
Thisdell complied. But first, the 
junior tried to stop the police by 
citing the Privacy Protection Act, 
which should have protected her 
newsroom from unlawful search 
and seizure. Under the Privacy 
Protection Act of 1980, police 
cannot seize news materials for 
use in solving a crime if journal-
ists were just observers. Police 
are required to have a subpoena, 
which requires a more rigorous 
process than a search warrant. 
Still, the police walked away 
with 1,000 photos, which they 
finally surrendered to a neutral 
party two days later, after The 
Breeze got legal counsel.
The Privacy Protection Act it-
self evolved out of a similar situ-
ation. In 1971, police got a war-
rant and searched the student-run 
Stanford Daily the day after it ran 
photographs of a riot. The paper 
charged that its rights protecting 
freedom of the press and against 
unlawful search and seizure had 
been violated. The Supreme 
Court did not agree. So Congress 
took matters into its own hands 
and passed the act so journalists 
could gather news without fear of 
government interference. 
But apparently the Rocking-
ham County Commonwealth’s 
attorney didn’t agree with Con-
gress.
Perhaps attorney Marsha 
Garst thought she could get away 
with warped warrants because, 
unlike Montana, Virginia is one 
of the few states without a law 
shielding journalists from having 
to reveal confidential informa-
tion when subpoenaed. However, 
a precedent of protection has per-
severed in Virginia court rulings.
Shield law or no, reporters still 
have to be served a subpoena in 
the first place. That’s what Garst 
didn’t get. But she’ll learn she 
overstepped her authority when 
she is slapped with a fine for vio-
lating the Privacy Protection Act.
Guess who’s now supporting 
Garst because he supports “any 
legal means to gather informa-
tion?”
 Virginia Attorney Gen. Ken 
Cuccinelli. The same man who 
joined the group of attorneys gen-
eral suing the government over 
the health care bill, who is urging 
state colleges to remove policies 
banning discrimination based on 
sexual orientation, and who origi-
nally supported claims that Obama 
was ineligible for the presidency, 
although he now denies it. This is 
not a man who recognizes reality, 
let alone what’s legal.
To the old saying, “Rules are 
made to be broken,” Garst and 
Cuccinelli might add, “Espe-
cially if you don’t agree with 
them.” Like many of a conserva-
tive bent, they would rather push 
unrestrained free enterprise than 
a free press. Some challenge laws 
they disagree with by breaking 
them, then appealing them in the 
courts. And as long as the news 
industry is struggling, they ap-
pear to think now is the time to 
strike at its protections, starting 
with the little guys.
But the little guys aren’t so 
little and they have the law on 
their side. In fact, neighboring 
Maryland extended its shield law 
on Tuesday to specifically protect 
student journalists. The next gen-
eration of journalists knows its 
rights, and as long as it defends 
those rights, journalism will stay 
alive and well, along with the 
freedom of the press.
laura.lundquist@umontana.edu
College journalists were right to stand up to bullying
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What is 
your opinion on the 
MontPIRG vote that is going 
to take place tomorrow?
Jenny Gessaman, 
sophomore, 
journalism
Heather Harby, senior, 
applied science
Brian Smith, junior, 
psychology
Brendan Davis, freshman, 
psychology
“I think the idea of 
it is good ... I don’t 
know if I want to 
pay five dollars for 
it, I think there are 
some other ways for 
money to be spent.”
“I actually will vote to 
add that fee ... I like what 
I see and they’ve done a 
lot of good stuff for us.”
“I know that I took a survey 
on it. I could support that five 
dollars I think, but I really just 
don’t know much about it.”
“Yeah, I would vote 
for that, actually. Five 
dollars a semester isn’t 
much, and I’d be all for 
it if it’s going to bring 
more  education to the 
university.”
CASPER, Wyo. — A judge 
who served as a Marine in Viet-
nam ruled Tuesday the University 
of Wyoming must allow William 
Ayers to speak on campus, but also 
expressed disdain for an anti-war 
group co-founded by the former 
radical that claimed responsibility 
in the 1960s for a series of nonfatal 
bombings.
U.S. District Judge William 
Downes issued his ruling, saying 
a free society must both exercise 
and guarantee free speech rights.
“I can scarcely swallow the bile 
of my contempt” for the Weather 
Underground, the judge said. “But 
the fact is Mr. Ayers is a citizen of 
the United States who wishes to 
speak, and he need not offer any 
more justification than that.”
Ayers, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Illinois-Chicago, co-
founded the Weather Underground 
during the Vietnam War era.
The university had cited safety 
concerns in not allowing him to 
speak at a campus event Wednes-
day. But Downes said that the 
threats of violence the university 
reported receiving were too vague 
to warrant denying Ayers’ right to 
speak on campus.
Ayers will now speak Wednes-
day at UW about free speech at the 
invitation of student Meg Lanker.
Lanker said after the decision 
Tuesday that free speech is “alive” 
at UW. During Monday’s hearing, 
an attorney for Ayers and Lanker 
said security concerns were over-
blown and the university was more 
worried about losing donations.
The university issued a state-
ment saying it will comply with 
the court’s order and will provide 
appropriate security.
“The heart of the issue was 
whether as president of the uni-
versity, I can cancel a speaking 
engagement if I believe there are 
overriding safety concerns for the 
university community,” UW Presi-
dent Tom Buchanan said in a pre-
pared statement.
Bryan Profaizer, president of a 
conservative student group at the 
university, said he expected some 
effort to organize a protest of Ay-
ers.
“To what magnitude, I don’t 
know at this point,” Profaizer said.
Ayers originally was invited to 
speak at the university in Lara-
mie on April 5 by the privately 
endowed UW Social Justice Re-
search Center. But the center’s 
director canceled the event after 
the invitation drew hundreds of 
protests.
Lanker then extended an in-
vitation to Ayers to speak at the 
school, but the university refused 
to rent out a sports complex for 
the event. Lanker and Ayers filed 
a lawsuit against the school, 
saying it violated their constitu-
tional rights to free speech and 
assembly.
President Barack Obama 
served with Ayers on the board of 
a Chicago charity before becom-
ing president. During the 2008 
presidential campaign, Republi-
can vice presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin, made the connec-
tion an issue, accusing Obama of 
“palling around with terrorists.”
Obama has condemned Ay-
ers’ radical activities, and there’s 
no evidence they were ever close 
friends or that Ayers advised 
Obama on policy.
In the 1960s, the Weather Un-
derground claimed responsibility 
for a series of bombings that in-
cluded nonfatal explosions at the 
Pentagon and U.S. Capitol.
Ayers was a fugitive for years 
before surrendering in 1980. 
Charges against him were later 
dropped because of prosecutorial 
misconduct.
Other universities have can-
celed Ayers speeches recently, in-
cluding the University of Nebras-
ka and Boston College. He’s also 
been confronted by protesters at 
other appearances. However, Ay-
ers testified Monday the Wyoming 
case is the first time he has filed a 
lawsuit against a college for deny-
ing him the right to speak.
Judge rules to let activist speak
Associated Press
www.montanakaimin.com
Day of Dialogue organizers are 
calling for presentation proposals 
from the University of Montana.
The fall event focuses on di-
versity issues including race, 
gender and sexual orientation. 
Presentations, performances and 
workshops are held throughout 
the day. University Center Stu-
dent Involvement encourages 
anyone interested in participating 
in a performance or presentation 
to submit a proposal by going to 
the Day of Dialogue website and 
filling out a form. Proposals are 
due May 21.
Although the Day of Dialogue 
started out as a symposium of 
presentations, it has evolved to in-
clude other events and activities. 
Coordinator Tina Brown said she 
welcomes a wide variety of pre-
sentations.
“We want to keep it open and 
allow people to discuss what they 
want,” Brown said, “as long as it 
is diversity-related.”
Brown said one proposal has 
been submitted so far. African-
American studies professor Tobin 
Shearer plans to give a presentation 
on diversity in the movies titled 
“Movies on the Magic Negro.”
“Magic Negro” was a term 
used to describe a black sup-
porting character in a movie 
who helps the white protagonist 
succeed by using mystical pow-
ers. Many consider the term to be 
outdated and offensive.
The fifth annual Day of Dia-
logue will be Oct. 18 in the Uni-
versity Center. Students, staff, 
faculty and community members 
are encouraged to share their 
ideas. See their website at www.
umt.edu/dayofdialogue.
alyssa.rabil@umontana.edu
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UM freshman Cody Blum practices on the sport court in the East Auxillary Gym earlier this spring. The Uni-
versity of Montana men’s tennis team brought its season to a close Saturday with a loss to Sacramento State in 
the Big Sky Conference tournament semifinal in Gold River, Calif. 
Ben Coulter/Montana Kaimin
It was eerie how similar the 
men’s and women’s tennis teams’ 
seasons were this year. Both went 
6–2 in-conference. Both acquired 
clutch wins when they needed to. 
And they both bowed out in the 
Big Sky Conference tournament 
semi finals. 
The season may have ended 
disappointingly for the Griz, but 
there is another similarity to both 
seasons, and it’s a positive one: the 
young talent that has developed 
this season for Montana looks to 
keep the Grizzlies in contention 
for next season. 
This year saw the emergence of 
strong freshmen on the women’s 
team. Constance Alexander and 
Heather Davidson both saw time 
in high-position slots. 
“They came in here this year 
and not only have they done really 
well, but they’ve shown all year 
that they love competition,” wom-
en’s head coach Steve Ascher said. 
“They stepped up and got better as 
each match progressed.” 
The men also flourished with 
young talent. Although the team 
received solid play from seniors 
Mikolaj Borkowski and Raydner 
Ramos, the standout for the men 
was the play of Carl Kuschke. The 
sophomore from Johannesburg, 
South Africa,  dominated the Big 
Sky this season, garnering two Big 
Sky Player of the Week awards. 
Along with other factors, the 
play of Kuschke had head coach 
Kris Nord satisfied with the year. 
“I’m really pleased with the 
way it went,” Nord said of the 
year. “The guys that had the most 
success this year were our young 
guys. We have a great base to build 
on. We’ll probably have the deep-
est 10-person team since I’ve been 
here.” 
The men return nine regulars 
next season while the women only 
lose senior Kayla Moyse. 
The Big Sky Conference has 
long been dominated by Sacra-
mento State. The Hornets just won 
their second straight conference 
title after beating the men in the 
semifinal. If the Hornet men have 
been successful, then the women 
have been downright dominant. 
The Sac State women cruised 
through the tournament to win 
their ninth consecutive title. 
Ascher knows that teams like 
Sac State are going to be hard to 
knock off from the conference 
pedestal, but the moves were made 
this year to put the team into posi-
tion. 
“We continued to raise the bar 
for ourselves this year,” Ascher 
said. The women improved upon a 
4–4 conference record from a sea-
son ago. They did this by rattling 
off close conference wins against 
teams like Eastern Washington 
and Weber State. 
Season review: Tennis teams exceed expectations
See TENNIS, page 6
As the chilly afternoon crept toward Sat-
urday, the sun peeked through the clouds 
and bathed the field in a golden glow. In a 
dark year, there was light. A bygone era was 
born anew. History crackled to life.
This weekend the wood field behind 
the Fort Missoula Historical Museum was 
abuzz with the angry growl of chainsaws, 
waves of applause and laughter and a sea of 
red-and-black checked flannel.
A Grizzly Adams tribute? Nope. A Paul 
Bunyan festival? Close. The day was, in fact, 
all that and so much more: the 14th annual 
UM Forestry Day, a world-class competition 
combination historical expo, which drew 
droves of professional and amateur foresters 
and legions of curious spectators.
The scene was an especially poignant 
one for organizer Scott Kuehn, former hot 
saw world-record holder and coach of the 
UM Woodsmen team. Kuehn said with the 
closing of the Smurfit-Stone paper mill ear-
lier this year, loggers haven’t had much to 
smile about.
“It’s sad, it’s tough,” Kuehn said. “People 
are scrambling right now. The industry has 
meant so much to the area, but the world has 
changed. We want to keep that history alive. 
We remind people about this way of life.”
The park is a frontier hybrid, and at its 
heart is an arena named for fallen competi-
tor Garrett Grothen, a Florence lumberjack 
who died in a 2002 avalanche. Set in the 
shadow of one of the country’s last remain-
ing steam-powered saw mills, flanked by 
the shells of antique tools, the spectacle was, 
as always, truly one of a kind.
Ambling through the meadow was a pair 
of regal Belgians pulling high cardinal red-
painted wooden wheels, mammoth, stately 
oak symbols of the frontier rescued from a 
heap of gnarled, rotting 90-year-old wood 
and rusted iron, and restored. Even in its 
day, the contraption was a spectacle, but a 
logical one. Loggers knew it took just 10 
percent of the work to haul a massive log 
hoisted off the ground as it did to drag it, 
and in days gone by, the combination of the 
powerful horses and the massive wheels was 
the only thing for the job.
In the dusty background at Forestry Day 
sits a structure ripped from the pages of sci-
ence fiction.
The towering, rust-colored teepee burner 
casts a long, strange shadow. The eighteen-
sided hive looms like a ghost over the field, 
looking down on row after row of gaudy, 
steel-plated relics, logging machines sal-
vaged from slow, rusty deaths in forgotten 
scrap piles.
The hulking gray 1918 era Holt 75, the 
stout yellow 1926 Caterpillar 22 Orchard 
and the elegant, Victorian-spoke horse-
pulled grader are symbols of another time, 
an era when logging equipment looked 
like something dreamed up by Jules Verne. 
Crafted in a period when iron and steel were 
abundant and cheap, the machines are a tes-
tament to human ingenuity.
And there’s the mill itself, a whirring, 
churning, green-and-red painted iron be-
hemoth, sputtering forth with the magic of 
that fabled 19th-century wonder, steam. The 
crisp smell of fresh-cut logs and ephemeral 
vapor emanates like hot breath from the an-
cient mechanical beast.
Kuehn said it’s no wonder the mill has 
been inspiring awe for decades.
“If something makes noise and spits 
sawdust, people just love it,” Kuehn said. 
“They’ll just sit there for hours staring at it.”
They’re also captivated by what’s ap-
propriately dubbed a novel event. Here, 
top-notch lumberjacks and lumberjills rub 
UM Forestry Day keeps pioneer spirit kicking
See WOODSMEN, page 6
Photo Courtesy Dax Kuehn
Swan song of the frontier: 
A competitor works his way up a stump at Saturday’s UM Forestry Day. Despite declining numbers in 
participants, the 14th annual UM Forestry Day took place at Fort Missoula. 
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Those wins helped secure the 
girls a playoff berth with several 
weeks to go in the season. The 
men had been consistent all sea-
son, but needed to go on a hot 
streak to make the tournament. 
They did this by winning four 
consecutive matches in a row. 
Nord said a key element for 
improving in the future is con-
sistency. He said that Sac State 
steadily got stronger as the sea-
son progressed, which is what the 
Griz need to do in the future. 
“Sac State lost to NAU earlier 
in the season and that was really 
surprising,” he said. “But they 
played really well since then. Our 
guys competed really well against 
them in the tournament. They 
play the best they can everyday, 
but sometimes it’s not their ‘A-
game,’ which is what you need 
against Sac.” 
Both coaches are excited about 
the returning class and the re-
cruits they have coming in. Pair 
that with finding a home in the 
long awaited indoor courts at 
PEAK Health and Wellness Cen-
ter, and next year looks promising 
for the Griz. 
“We’re going to continue to 
push ourselves and try to make 
some history,” Ascher said. “Who 
knows what can happen? It’s ex-
citing to see how far you can go.”
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
TENNIS
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shoulders with aspiring amateurs 
and curious fans, in a one-of-a-
kind Pro-Am. 
Northwest professionals and 
college competitors take center 
stage in quirky backwoods events 
with names like choker obstacle, 
pulp toss, horizontal hardhit and 
caber toss, chopping, axe-throw-
ing, climbing and sawing their 
way to glory.
Friday was another fitting vic-
tory for the host team, but UM 
Woodsmen captain Arin Clark 
said the event, which started 32 
years ago as a college-only affair, 
has long been more than just an-
other meet; it’s a celebration.
“It stretches way back. The 
conference that we compete under 
was started in Missoula 71 years 
ago,” Clark said. “The support and 
enthusiasm of everybody coming 
out adds a lot of energy and it’s a 
big thing for the community and 
for us.”
And if you look closely enough, 
it’s just possible to imagine the 
scene in decades past.
Faded black-and-white snap-
shots show men in starched shirt-
sleeves and bowler hats lined up 
next to women in Sunday dresses, 
holding the hands of spellbound 
children, peering over the shoul-
ders of lumberjacks. 
Now, with the sudden infusion 
of life, the old spirit is rekindled. 
And a long, rich history comes 
flooding in with the tide.
Missoula wasn’t founded until 
1860, but the rich history of log-
ging in the valley stretches back 
to 1845, when Catholic priest 
Anthony Ravalli built a sawmill 
at the site of St. Mary’s Mission, 
just north of where Stevensville 
lies today. Ravalli hammered an 
iron wagon wheel flat into a single 
blade, chiseling teeth with a file 
and using water to power the mill.
Ravalli’s creation wouldn’t sit 
alone. At the height of the local 
industry, in the 1950s and 1960s, 
11 mills operated in the Missoula 
Valley. Today, just one survives.
Kuehn, who works as historical 
chairman for the Society of Amer-
ican Foresters, acknowledges that 
the good old days weren’t always 
so kind to the land. 
The industry was different back 
then. It was all about extraction, he 
said. Loggers used silviculture, the 
science of tending forests, but un-
like today, there wasn’t an empha-
sis on regeneration.
Clearcutting stirred up the ire 
of environmentalists in the past 
and, on some level, logging will 
always continue to do so, but Kue-
hn said part of the successful For-
estry Day formula is that politics 
take a backseat.
“We stay away from the politics 
of logging and forest management, 
and focus on making it a day for 
family and community,” Kuehn 
said.
The number of professional and 
amateur competitors was down 
this year, and a few of the school 
groups couldn’t make it, which 
Kuehn chalks up to the economy. 
Still, if the bustling throng of smil-
ing families that spills around the 
grounds is any indication, some-
thing must be working.
Sophomore Montana forester 
Aaron Abbott said he isn’t sur-
prised the tradition endures and 
captures the heart of the commu-
nity.
“It’s a pretty great thing, when 
you think about it,” Abbott said. 
“It brings people together.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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MSU men’s basketball signs JC 
guard 
BOZEMAN — Montana State 
men’s basketball coach Brad Huse 
has announced the signing of point 
guard Rod Singleton of Los Ange-
les.
Singleton transfers to MSU from 
Antelope Valley College, where he 
averaged 14.2 points and 2.8 assists 
last season.
The 5-foot-10 Singleton helped 
his Fairfax High team to a Los 
Angeles City Championship and a 
California state title in 2007, while 
earning honorable mention all-state 
honors.
Huse says Singleton’s past 
coaches all describe him as a win-
ner with high character and tough-
ness. Huse says he has no doubt 
Singleton will become a leader for 
the Bobcats and someone that fans 
will enjoy watching.
MSU-Billings Golf selected to 
NCAA tournament
BILLINGS — The Montana 
State-Billings women’s golf team 
has been selected to compete in the 
NCAA Division II golf tournament 
for the second straight year.
The Yellowjackets are sched-
uled to compete in the NCAA 
Central Super Regional May 2-4 in 
Lake City, Minn.
Last week, the Yellowjackets 
won the Rocky Mountain Athletic 
Conference tournament in Phoenix. 
Coach Shawn O’Brien was named 
the RMAC coach of the year.
The Yellowjackets are seeded 
seventh in the super regional, being 
hosted by Minnesota State Manka-
to. The top three teams advance to 
the NCAA Championship May 12-
15 in Mesa, Ariz.
MSU-Billings is led by sopho-
more Kalli Stanhope of Glendive, 
who has an 80.1 stroke average. 
Last year, she advanced to the 
NCAA Championship individually 
and finished tied for 70th.
GNAC honors MSU-Billings soft-
ball player 
BILLINGS — The Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference 
has named Montana State-Billings 
player Kaycee Hoffman as co-con-
ference athlete of the week.
Hoffman, a junior from Canby, 
Ore., batted .667 with three home 
runs and 10 runs batted in as the 
Yellowjackets won three of four 
games at St. Martin’s this past 
weekend.
Hoffman had eight hits in 12 at 
bats, including five for extra bases.
Hoffman leads the Yellowjack-
ets with a .345 batting average. 
She has 20 runs, 30 RBI and seven 
home runs. Defensively, she leads 
MSU-Billings with a fielding per-
centage of .984.
Montana State signs guard, MSU-Billings golf headed to tourney
Associated Press
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Ashleen Williams and Amanda 
Stovall want students to get in-
volved, and they could have no 
better evidence of the need for 
participation than their candidacy 
itself. Williams and Stovall are 
the only candidate team running 
for ASUM executive president 
and vice president this year. Trent 
Hanson is also running unopposed 
for ASUM business manager.
“I was very surprised,” Wil-
liams said about learning she and 
Stovall were the only ones run-
ning. “In all the time I’ve been a 
student, we’ve never had someone 
run unopposed.”
The Williams and Stovall plat-
form centers on increased funding 
from the state legislature, sustain-
ability, and student involvement, 
which Williams said is lacking.
“Unfortunately, I think it’s re-
ally low,” Williams said, “and I 
think we can do a lot to change 
that.”
Williams and Stovall are start-
ing to work on that now. They’ve 
been in contact with many student 
groups and have made trips to the 
College of Technology to talk to 
students there.
Stovall was just as surprised 
that they would be the only candi-
dates on the ballot this year.
“I think it’s great that we have 
students who are involved at this 
point,” Stovall said. “But I defi-
nitely think, to be more effective, 
we need more student involve-
ment.”
Stovall doesn’t blame apathy, 
Candidates for ASUM’s most powerful positions run unopposed
Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
though. It may be just a lack of 
awareness.
“Maybe students aren’t aware 
that what we do is important,” 
Stovall said.
The two hope this year could 
change that. Williams and Stovall 
are aiming to take advantage of 
the biannual state legislative ses-
sion that begins in 2011. The lone 
candidates will make sure their 
voices are heard in Helena, and 
they hope to bring along as many 
students as possible.
“We have to start now, or other-
wise we’ll lose the next year,” Wil-
liams said. “It’s a big year.”
The candidates are planning on 
taking many of their top priorities 
for the University of Montana — 
funding, sustainability and rent-
ers’ rights —  to the ears of the 
state legislature.
Williams emphasized the im-
portance of using student talent 
to get their message across. The 
COT, for example, is one part 
of the University that Williams 
thinks should get more exposure 
in Helena, and she wants to use 
media arts students to put together 
a portrait of life at UM’s satellite 
campus.
“Get it out there,” Williams 
said, “so that legislators are seeing 
these things, not just hearing about 
them.”
Hanson, the sole candidate for 
ASUM business manager, said 
next year will likely be a big one for 
the position he’s seeking as well. 
As a voting member of the senate, 
Hanson’s responsibilities will be to 
divvy up ASUM’s budget among 
the student groups. But Hanson 
says that UM’s overall budget will 
be on a lot of students’ minds as 
well, and he hopes to educate them 
about it. Hanson also plans to lis-
ten to students discuss upcoming 
budget issues in a special elec-
tion set for next week, and then 
communicate their preference to 
the Board of Regents. Students 
will cast their votes on fee in-
creases for the athletic department 
and the student group MontPIRG. 
Hanson hopes that keeping these 
issues on the minds of the Regents 
will be a way to keep the students’ 
desires at the forefront.
“It would lend credibility if 
I were to come there as ASUM 
business manager and speak to the 
things I’ve been hearing from stu-
dents,” Hanson said.
The three candidates, all of 
whom served as ASUM senators 
this year, hope their leadership 
next year will spark more partici-
pation from UM students when, 
all three say, they need to be heard 
the most.
But for now, the ballots haven’t 
been cast, and a candidate is still a 
candidate even if there’s nobody to 
run against.
“We really are trying to get our 
name out there because it’s not a 
shoo-in sort of thing,” Williams 
said.
That puts them in the awkward 
position of soliciting votes without 
looking like they don’t already 
know the outcome.
“While I’m not complaining 
about it, I was looking forward to 
a good campaign,” Hanson said, 
adding that having no one to run 
against was disappointing.
“It’s a paralyzing feeling,” 
Williams said. “I can’t wait for 
Wednesday and Thursday, I’ll be 
honest.”
kimball.bennion@umontana.edu 
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Ashleen Williams and Amanda Stovall stand alone in the election for president and vice president of ASUM. Despite run-
ning unopposed, the pair is still working to make themselves known. “It makes campaigning easy,” Williams said. 
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1. How would you work to promote a better relationship between student groups and ASUM? 
2. What do you consider the most important issues for next year and what are your stances on them? 
3. How do you feel about new student fees and/or increases to existing ones? 
4. If you could invite any three people to a dinner party — real or fictional, living or dead — who would you invite and what would you eat?  
Taking a closer look at the ASUM Senate candidates
ASUM candidates took a few minutes to answer these questions via e-mail for the Montana Kaimin:
Carli Amatuzio
sophomore, political science
1. I would make sure that myself as well 
as other senators were completely accessible 
to the student groups. If there are questions 
or concerns, they will be able to contact us 
directly and quickly.
2. I think just a couple of the most impor-
tant issues are working on student involve-
ment, and making sure student groups re-
ceive the help and funding that they need to 
thrive. Students and student groups are the 
life and breath of this campus.
3. I do not believe that we should be add-
ing on new fees to tuition. I think the fact 
that MontPIRG is trying to get students 
more involved in current events is great, but 
I don’t think that adding a fee onto tuition 
is the way to go about getting the funding 
for it. They are a student group, like any 
other, so how is it fair that they should get a 
“fee” and others do not? Every other student 
group does fine with the money that ASUM 
provides and outside funding. 
4. I would invite Achilles, Anne Boleyn, 
Cleopatra. I would serve a big Italian meal: 
pasta, garlic bread, salad.
Meghan Baker
sophomore, triple major in anthropology, 
history and geology 
1. I would promote a better relation-
ship between student groups and ASUM by 
visiting some of their group meetings, and 
meeting with members who would like to 
discuss the future of the group on campus.
2. The athletic fee will continue to be an 
issue next year and will have to be revisited. 
Transportation, working with the incoming 
president, and the four-day week are impor-
tant issues that will need to be addressed. 
The athletic fee I believe is going to lead 
to other problems, and many of the students 
on campus do not want the increase, which 
I can understand; being an out-of-state stu-
dent it is already difficult to pay tuition 
and a hike in the costs will only put more 
pressure on people. The athletes bring in a 
lot of money to the community and I love 
watching games, but I also don’t want to 
see another increase in tuition. Transporta-
tion needs to be more efficient in order to 
provide for the students, and therefore new 
buses need to be purchased.  The four-day 
workweek I believe would cause problems 
with scheduling, and there would be less 
pay for people. Ideally it is a nice thought to 
have a three-day weekend but it would cre-
ate more problems than solve them.
3. The new student fees, as I stated before 
with the athletic fee, are an unnecessary 
hike in expenses that students have to pay. 
And if that also included the MontPIRG fee 
it would be even more. I believe what Mont-
PIRG stands for is honorable, but asking for 
such a large amount of money coming from 
the students’ pockets is unnecessary.
4. Picking only three dinner guests is re-
ally hard because there are so many people 
that I would enjoy meeting and being able to 
pick apart their brain. But I have decided to 
settle on inviting Clark Gable, Homer, and 
Ayn Rand to my dinner party.
Lucas Berry
freshman, welding
1. A better relationship between student 
groups and ASUM starts with actually 
meeting the groups in person and sitting 
down with them to listen to their needs and 
concerns.
2 & 3. Being a student from the West 
Campus COT, a big part of my time and en-
ergy will be working for that campus and 
the students who attend there. Other pos-
sible issues, depending on the elections, are 
MontPIRG and the athletic fee. Both I sup-
port personally, but believe it is important 
for the students to choose to pay more in 
fees or not. 
4. Three people I would invite to dinner 
would be Wayne Campbell, Princess But-
tercup, and Arnold Schwarzenegger. We 
would have sushi!
Miranda Carson
sophomore, history with double minor in 
fine arts and English
1. Many candidates only visit student 
groups during their campaign. They go to 
group meetings and make promises that, for 
the most part, would be difficult to keep. If 
I am re-elected to the senate for a second 
term, I plan on not just visiting groups dur-
ing campaigning and when budgeting oc-
curs, but also throughout the year to try and 
improve the relationship between ASUM and 
the groups. I also want to try to promote rec-
ognition of ASUM’s services with all groups, 
including those that are not recognized.
2. I consider the rising tuition students 
face, the off-campus rental situation in Mis-
soula, and climate change and other envi-
ronmental issues to be the most important 
issues for next year. I want to work to keep 
college affordable for all students and make 
sure that ASUM and Main Hall are working 
together to deal with that issue. The rental 
situation in Missoula is a very important is-
sue that all student’s face and thanks in part 
to the ASUM Off-Campus Renter Center, 
it is easier for student’s to rent.  Though it 
is a very helpful office, I believe it too can 
improve and I want to work to assist with 
that. The environment is and continues to be 
a major issue and I support all initiatives to 
“green” the campus even further.
3. While some student fees are very im-
portant and necessary, most are too high 
and are unreasonable. College needs to be 
affordable for all students, and I want to 
work to keep it that way.
4. I would invite Elliott Smith, Oscar 
Wilde and J.D. Salinger. Honestly, I never 
really cook, so I would probably just serve 
cocktails. 
Tyler Gustin
junior, political science
1. I think the easiest way to promote a 
better relationship between student groups 
and ASUM is to increase the amount of 
face-to-face time that student groups have 
in front of ASUM. This, in turn, would in-
crease the amount of communication and 
student involvement and create a working 
relationship between the two parties that 
has been fundamentally lacking in the past.
2. I think the most important issues that 
face ASUM next year are the ever-increas-
ing cost of tuition and student fees that con-
tinue to consistently rise during our tenure 
here at the university. Although some fees 
are unavoidable, fiscal responsibility should 
become the cornerstone of ASUM, which 
should continue to monitor the situation and 
rely on student opinions to do what is in the 
best interest of students and the university 
at large.
3. As stated, I believe in increasing fees 
only after student opinion has been heard 
and the increase in fees has sustainable ef-
fects for the future. It becomes ASUM’s re-
sponsibility to practice fiscal responsibility 
as ASUM tries to act in the best interests of 
the students and the university. 
4. -Dr. Seuss because of his creativity
    -Robert E. Lee because of his fortitude
   -Muhammad Ali because of his inspi-
ration
I think I would prefer breakfast rather 
than dinner and personally I would like to 
have ham and eggs, so long as the eggs are 
green to commemorate Dr. Seuss’ Green 
Eggs and Ham.
Kayla Hoggatt
junior, political science
1. My goal in running for Senate is to 
promote student interest and passion in 
campus involvement at all levels. I think 
an effective measure ASUM could take to 
promote a better relationship with student 
groups is to have better dialogues with the 
student groups throughout the academic 
year. ASUM can make greater strides in es-
tablishing relationships with student groups 
and making it known that we are available 
as a resource. Another way to step up stu-
dent involvement is to advertise student 
groups. ASUM can put more consideration 
into allocating funds for these purposes 
come budgeting next spring.  
2. I think that increasing student involve-
ment on campus is crucial and one of the 
biggest issues that we need to work to im-
prove next year, especially for the university 
Julie DeSoto
junior, political science
1. As an ASUM Senator, I would place 
a high emphasis on ASUM interaction with 
student groups. One of the ways that ASUM 
can promote a better relationship with these 
groups is to actively attend group meetings. 
This would encourage direct interaction be-
tween the senators and the many groups that 
they have the opportunity to represent. An 
enhanced understanding of student groups 
is necessary if senators aim to vote on be-
half of, and represent, these groups’ inter-
ests.
2. I think that some of the most important 
issues that ASUM will continue to address 
in the coming year are tuition costs, trans-
portation, and sustainability efforts. When 
it comes to tuition, I think that the cost of 
education should always be kept as low as 
possible while still maintaining a high stan-
dard of education. Compromises sometimes 
have to be made between the two, but when 
decisions about cost are made, the impact 
on how many students will be able to meet 
the dues is a key issue in the success of 
UM. Concerning transportation, this issue 
rates as one of the most frustrating in the 
UM community, and I’d like to see it dealt 
with. As one of the many students who 
paid their $92 parking permit fee, and have 
found parking when they needed it perhaps 
10 times during the semester, I’m frustrated 
too! The bus lines also need updating, and 
more frequent runs. Sustainability issues 
are also vastly important, both here and 
around the globe. UM should continue to 
seek sustainable policies on campus, but 
without making unnecessary compromises 
in the process. UM students today are part 
of the generation that should work hard to 
see changes here, and everywhere.
3. Concerning student fees, these pro-
posals need to be dealt with on a case-to-
case basis. Discussing various fee propos-
als enables ASUM to understand where 
the student body stands on various issues. 
Secondly, the student body should be high-
ly involved in new fees or increases, and 
ASUM should make an effort to inform 
and involve students. They should be noti-
fied of proposed changes, as well as hav-
ing opportunities to voice their opinions 
whether by polls or other mediums. Ev-
eryone has an opinion about where their 
money is going, and ASUM should make a 
point to hear those opinions and act upon 
them. Ultimately, these fees impact overall 
tuition costs, which in turn impacts overall 
UM attendance. Therefore, decisions about 
new fees and increases should be made very 
carefully, after having been informed on 
students’ viewpoints.
4. Now for the fun part ... If I could have 
dinner with any three people, I would invite 
President Barack Obama, Amelia Earhart, 
and Tom Bombadil (he always intrigued 
me). I think we would have some sort of Ital-
ian pasta, followed by hot tea, then pumpkin 
pie. Fabulous conversation!
Jen Gursky
junior, political science (international rela-
tions)
1. My desire is bring about transparency 
in the fiscal process. 
2. To (1) bring about transparency and 
responsibility in ASUM’s allocation of stu-
dent funds for ASUM-recognized groups, 
(2) encourage social responsibility amongst 
the campus community through policy-
making, inter-collegiate networking and 
endorsements, and (3) encourage policy that 
pushes the University of Montana to meet 
the high, yet obtainable, standards of the 
Climate Action Plan.  
3. To continue the expected level of 
quality at the University of Montana, fees 
are necessary. However, transparency and 
clearly defined objectives and parameters 
are also necessary. While an increase in 
student fees will eventually be required, it is 
imperative how we proceed in this process.
4. Thomas Jefferson (so I can ask him 
what the hell he was thinking), Corrie ten 
Boom, and Maya Angelou. We’d eat Pad 
Thai — because it’s a sustainable wonder of 
the world.
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Austin James
sophomore, political science/pre-law and 
economics with a communications minor
1. Student groups often are finding them-
selves with a lack of information for what 
options they have as different financial obli-
gations come up. Student groups can greatly 
benefit from having a liaison that can be 
held accountable and get the information 
they need. I have been able to successfully 
do this with several student groups in the 
short time I served as an appointed senator 
for the spring 2010 semester. I will contin-
ue to do this in the future and continue to 
broaden my scope of groups.
2. Within the next year I can see several 
important issues on campus. However, the 
most important issue for students and for 
the elected student representatives to face is 
the adjusting of our new University of Mon-
tana president. Not only will new policies 
and new ideas occur, but we have also been 
fortunate in having a close relationship be-
tween the office of the president and ASUM 
in the past, and it is vital for the effective-
ness of the future.
3. MontPIRG: I completely disagree with 
this fee proposal. Type in Google “PIRG 
Scam” and you will find hundreds of results 
where this organization has stolen money 
from students for special partisan interests. 
MontPIRG should have to become a student 
group just like the couple hundreds of oth-
ers that have to fight for funding in Febru-
ary and be held accountable in order to re-
ceive funding. It has been pulled from this 
university for a reason in the past — it takes 
an eighth of a million dollars from stu-
dents’ pockets to fund memberships, office 
supplies, and a lobbyist. Why should the 
members of Greek Life, the music union, 
lacrosse team, rugby team, and many oth-
ers who have worked hard and proven them-
selves year after year while paying their 
memberships out of their OWN pocket be 
scrutinized by an organization known as a 
scam that has failed the university in the 
past? They ABSOLUTELY should not.
Sports fee:  I am in proposition of the 
sports fee increase for a few reasons. Firstly, 
it is an investment for the university. The 
Appalachian State football game took the 
Admissions office to a new level when it 
was being broadcasted on ESPN. When a 
young boy in fifth grade is wearing a Duke 
hat, he is not wearing it because Duke has a 
Katie Mariani
sophomore, political science and business 
management
1. Throughout my current term as an 
ASUM senator I have worked very hard to 
stay in personal contact with many student 
groups. If elected, I will continue to work 
with student groups and do anything I can 
to help them in the goals they have set out to 
achieve. Constant communication between 
student groups and ASUM is key to keep-
ing the student groups connected to ASUM, 
especially in the budgeting process. Also, 
throughout this term I have worked with a 
committee called Students First. This com-
mittee has taken on the task of showing stu-
dents how they can get involved and letting 
them know that we are here for them. Stu-
dents are and should always be considered 
first and most important. I would love to 
continue to work on this committee if elect-
ed to another term. In addition, my door will 
always be open for anyone with questions, 
thoughts, or concerns.
2. Higher education funding is going 
to be a huge issue on the table next year. I 
will do all I can to fight for higher educa-
tion funding to the university. Another is-
Joe Sanders
super senior, history and political science
1. I believe the most effective way to 
promote better relationships with student 
groups is to honestly listen to their concerns, 
Luke Sims
freshman, international relations
1. The best way to promote a bet-
ter relationship between the students and 
ASUM Senate is by listening to the stu-
dent voice. ASUM should be able to de-
vise a way to poll the student population 
to find out the opinions that the students 
hold on certain issues. Then ASUM 
to increase retention rates. I was incredibly 
sad to see the number of students that were 
running for Senate this year, and this is a 
sign that we need to step up and promote the 
rewards and benefits that student involve-
ment has to offer.
3. Another important issue is the in-
crease in student fees. I am an advocate of 
keeping a college education as affordable 
as possible. I believe that the new athletic 
fee is absolutely ridiculous and  unneces-
sary for our athletic program, which already 
receives an  immense  amount of university 
funding. I am also against the MontPIRG 
fee. I believe that MontPIRG, as a student 
organization, can  fundraise for the money 
they need just like any other student group, 
and that a $5 fee is once again unnecessary 
to add on to students’ bills. Even though the 
fee is refundable, there is no need to make 
students go through hoops to get back $5 
they did not want to pay in the first place. 
4. If I could invite any three people to 
a dinner party, they would be Harry Potter, 
Eragon, and Frodo Baggins in the hope that 
it would land me an excellent adventure. 
My favorite dinner is roast beef and mashed 
potatoes ... but I would be open to trying 
dragon meat. 
great law school. The fact is, athletics cre-
ate awareness in the university at a time 
when budget cuts are being spread across 
the board and can bring in more students. 
Not to mention, sports bring in alums to 
watch games, and departments are able to 
milk those situations to get funding across 
the board. Secondly, the university is cur-
rently relying on a football team that goes 
undefeated and sells out every game, and a 
basketball team that makes the NCAA tour-
nament. I think any business major could 
explain that when you are maximizing prof-
its and barely covering costs you have great 
potential for business failure. We have the 
nicest football stadium in the FBS and the 
LOWEST athletic fee in the FBS. James 
Madison’s students pay over a thousand dol-
lars for their sports fee. The new proposed 
fee will make it so we are par with Montana 
State, who is of the lowest still in the confer-
ence. Thirdly, this is a health risk. Having 
mold grow out of the ceiling, and having 
athletes that are trying to weight lift opti-
mal amounts behind a concrete wall where 
the coach cannot monitor them is not safe. 
In the arts building they have some of the 
poorest casting ventilation known.   There is 
a story of an artist that casted in his house 
with poor ventilation. When his dog died he 
decided to cremate it and when he opened 
the oven after it was finished there was a 
silicon hard sample of his lungs from the 
dog breathing the air in the house where 
the poor vents were located. The U of M art 
students should NOT be in this situation. 
Athletic department donors are numerous 
compared to the arts department and this is 
a major opportunity for them.  
4. I would have dinner with Joe, my 
calculus TA, George Bush, and Ozzy Os-
bourne. Joe is one of the most hilarious in-
structors I have ever had with subtle jokes. 
President Bush just to see if he plays the 
Yale alum serious card or if he makes ri-
diculous jokes specifically making fun of 
his own speaking ability. Ozzy to interrupt 
with something completely irreverent to the 
conversation, and just to hear him mutter 
“Sharon.” We would eat in the Oval Office 
just to see President Obama’s face when he 
walks in and President Bush is eating with 
a college student, someone with the “pie” 
symbol on his shirt, and Ozzy. We would eat 
whatever President Bush wants, considering 
he is my “in” for the Oval Office part. I can 
bet Dubya would pick beef.
sue is the rising costs of textbooks. I plan on 
brainstorming and doing research into solu-
tions that other schools have taken to solve 
the problem. Parking and transportation 
are also always an issue at the university. 
If elected, I plan on requesting to be on the 
Transportation Board so I can help to solve 
this problem.
3. I do believe in keeping college as af-
fordable as possible, and I will do all I can 
to help that cause. Therefore, there are many 
student fees that I would be opposed to cre-
ating or rising. However, in some cases, I 
do believe that student fees are a necessary 
evil in order to maintain the high quality of 
education, facilities, and safety of everyone 
who attends the University of Montana. 
4. My first guest at my dinner party 
would be Brett Favre. He is my sports hero 
and I have idolized him my entire life. My 
second guest would be Batman. This choice 
is simple, because Batman is by far the best 
super hero. My third and final guest would 
be George Washington. I would want Mr. 
Washington to attend because he was the 
first leader of the country that I am so proud 
to say is my home.  We would be eating 
prime rib, twice baked potatoes, and aspara-
gus because that is my favorite meal.
Patrick Rhea
sophomore, ecology and organismal biol-
ogy and environmental studies
1. Supporting student groups should be 
the No. 1 priority of ASUM. Student groups 
are working on issues that are important to 
the student body and are usually able to ac-
complish things that our agencies just can’t. 
I would work to increase communication 
especially between the ASUM Senate and 
student groups by encouraging ASUM to 
de-mystify the process of seeking support 
from the senate. Hopefully, requesting our 
help with your projects will stop being in-
timidating and will become insightful and 
(maybe) enjoyable.
2. The two most important issues for me 
are the cost of education and UM’s environ-
mental impact. I have spent this year work-
ing to build a coalition of organizations to 
work on increasing the support UM gets 
from our state legislature. This effort will be 
greatly increased next year — especially for 
the upcoming elections. As for the environ-
ment, as the vice president of UM Climate 
Action Now, I have been able to work on 
a number of issues regarding campus sus-
tainability. I would like to see ASUM play 
a stronger role in pushing for these issues 
next year and I intend to spearhead such an 
effort. 
3. I think student fees like the athletics 
fee should be voted on by the student body. 
Plain and simple. I worked with others to 
challenge the constitutionality of the ath-
letic fee last week and successfully pushed 
it to a vote. I will say that I am a strong sup-
porter of the MontPIRG fee and hope that 
students will give MontPIRG their support 
in these elections. 
4. Martin Luther King Jr., Michelle 
Obama, and Bill McKibben. We would eat 
pizza and beer at the Bridge. 
and form policy that will be beneficial to 
both the school and student groups. We 
can achieve this by not holding one group 
above another, and each group is entitled to 
adequate funding. Also, relationships must 
be forged with members of the ASUM Sen-
ate and student groups.  Not only will this 
make the Senate’s work more efficient, it 
may encourage students to be more active 
participants in groups. Enhanced participa-
tion will infuse groups with new ideas and 
lead to great policies.    
2. Besides environmental policy, I think 
that arbitrary fees are threatening the eco-
nomic mobility of students. The recent ath-
letic fee that the current ASUM passed il-
lustrates this point. We need to find creative 
solutions to problems and just throwing 
money around without any real perspective 
on how the money is spent is dangerous. We 
must hold ourselves to a higher standard 
than the federal government, and we must 
be a representative body that truly works for 
students. If I’m elected I promise to do my 
very best to spend your money in the most 
efficient way possible.
3. As I mentioned before, fee increases 
are starting to become a ridiculous way for 
the school to gouge you out of money. Re-
gardless of the way you pay for school, 
whether you borrow money, have a scholar-
ship, or have your parents pay, the economic 
impact is felt across the university. I prom-
ise to block any fee increases that I feel are 
unnecessary, even if the rest of the senators 
vote against me. Voting on your principles 
is more important than the bandwagon ef-
fect. Any students who have complaints are 
more than welcome to visit with me. I will 
address your concerns with my colleagues, 
and we will make decisions with the average 
student in mind.
4. Bill Hicks, John Lennon, Joey Ra-
mone. The teachings of these men have pro-
vided me with a very open perspective on 
life. Hmm, I suppose the fart fuel of tacos 
would be fun. Farting with great people is 
fun!        
Alec Short 
junior, Russian  
1. I think ASUM can have a better re-
lationship with student groups by keeping 
open lines of communication and by being 
honest and respectful of each other.  
2. I feel, right now, that for next year a 
couple main issues to work on are higher 
education and affordable education, which 
is where the fees and fee increases come in.  
3. I don’t feel like it’s necessary right 
now for fee increases, especially the way 
the economy is. I believe they can be the de-
ciding factor of whether a student is able to 
afford coming to school or not.  
4. If I could invite three people to a din-
ner party I would invite Chekhov, Morgan 
Freeman and Stefani Germanotta, aka Lady 
Gaga, and we would eat pancakes, eggs, and 
bacon.
Profiles continued on page 10
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Travis Suzuki
junior, history education
1. The senators and executives 
of the ASUM are the elected mem-
bers of the University’s student 
body.  Accordingly, I believe that 
one of the best ways to promote 
a better relationship is to actively 
encourage student participation in 
the ASUM meetings and to apply 
as students-at-large on the vari-
ous committees. I also believe that 
we should establish a more direct 
line of communication between 
members of the student body and 
ASUM.
2. Student fees — I believe 
that any proposed fee needs to 
be first addressed to the student 
body; these fees also need to ben-
efit the majority of the student 
body. ASUM also needs to con-
sider the financial repercussions 
of increasing fees; many students 
are already hard pressed to raise 
enough money to attend schools, 
so ASUM should only raise fees as 
a last resort.
Sustainability — As the U of 
M campus moves toward creating 
a green environment, I believe we 
Kathryn (Katie) Spika
junior, finance and marketing
 1. I’m involved in several stu-
dent groups on campus and, in 
general, ASUM is simply seen as 
a source of funding. I would hope 
to change that by helping  stu-
dent groups become aware of the 
other support  services offered 
by  ASUM. In addition, I would 
find out what  student groups are 
looking for. It would be great to 
Mandi Summers
junior, political science
1. I suppose I’m not sure how 
to answer this question. Student 
groups receive funds as allocated 
by ASUM from the student activ-
ity fee. Naturally, not everyone can 
be satisfied when limited funds 
must be distributed amongst more 
than 100 groups. However, I think 
ASUM does a fair job of divvying 
up the funds.
As always, I support open lines 
of communication between the 
senate and student groups. I would 
continue doing my part as a sena-
tor by staying in contact with my 
assigned student groups so I can 
understand as much about their 
budget needs as possible. Also, 
student groups are encouraged to 
share their goings-on with the sen-
ate.
2. The cost of tuition is obvi-
ously very important to students. 
This coming academic year, the 
state legislature will be in ses-
sion and it’s very important that 
we concert our efforts to increase 
state funding at the university lev-
el. We have a say as students and 
must listen to the voice of the stu-
dents and take their opinions into 
consideration when making deci-
sions. Without listening to the stu-
dent body, ASUM doesn’t fulfill 
its purpose.
2. Keeping fees low and be-
ing fiscally responsible are the 
most important things that ASUM 
should focus on. As the year devel-
ops, more things will be brought to 
the attention of ASUM and will be 
dealt with as they come.
3. Student fees are tough. Some 
of them are necessary, such as 
transportation, and need to be in-
creased in order to maintain ef-
ficiency on the U of M campus. 
Others that are less necessary but 
have more pros than cons need to 
be carefully evaluated before be-
ing voted on. It’s important that we 
don’t take fee increases lightly. If 
ASUM makes light of fees then we 
start on a slippery slope of wasting 
money, and that isn’t good for the 
students.
4. I would invite William T. 
Sherman, Sherlock Holmes, and 
James Bond. We would eat what-
ever our hearts desire. There’s no 
reason to limit what we can and 
can’t eat. 
Continued from page 9 hold a meeting where representa-
tives from all the student groups 
on campus met with the senators 
to discuss their goals and how 
ASUM can help achieve them. 
I believe that the stronger the re-
lationship between ASUM and 
student groups on campus, the 
greater the  involvement of the 
student body in general. Students 
need to know that ASUM isn’t just 
a place for future politicians to get 
practice. It has the power bring 
about significant and meaningful 
change, on campus and beyond, 
but only if students make their 
concerns heard. 
2. The biggest issue is keep-
ing tuition and fees low. In this 
economy, students cannot af-
ford to enter the workplace with 
$20,000 in loans. By keeping fees 
low and lobbying for increased 
support from the government, we 
can ensure that a university edu-
cation is financially feasible for 
every student. A second issue is 
parking. ASUM has done a won-
derful job with the Park-N-Ride 
service; however, campus park-
ing lots are still overflowing. Ad-
ditional buses, or perhaps another 
Park-N-Ride lot, may help to solve 
this problem. Finally, we need to 
remain committed to environmen-
tal and social responsibility. Many 
students wish the campus offered 
glass recycling; I would like to 
look into ways to make that a pos-
sibility. 
3. The recent concern over the 
athletic fee increase made evident 
students’ concerns with ever-rising 
fees. Certainly, many of the fees 
are necessary and add  value to 
our education. Others are simply 
a necessary evil. But sometimes, 
it seems like those in power see 
raising money as the  easiest way 
to solve a problem. I believe we 
need to put a greater emphasis on 
looking for alternative solutions. 
In addition, anytime a fee increase 
is significant, say $10 or  $15 or 
more, I believe that students need 
to have a direct input.  
  4. If I could invite any three 
people to a dinner, it would be 
George Harrison, Kurt Vonnegut, 
and Oprah. I would give anything 
to hear George play “Here Comes 
the Sun” or “While my Guitar 
Gently Weeps” in person. Von-
negut is my favorite author and 
Oprah owns some excellent vaca-
tion real estate. My meals never 
turn out that well when I cook for 
guests, so we’d have to eat out. 
We’d go to the Red Bird, eat and 
drink the most expensive things on 
the menu, and they’d pay.
we deserve to be heard.
This leads me to another issue 
facing students today. A decline 
in student government participa-
tion and general student activ-
ism is a problem. Our generation 
will be faced with innumerable 
crises to solve in the coming de-
cades. We need to start working 
on solutions now before the odds 
become insurmountable. We have 
a voice and we cannot neglect it. 
Ignorance and inaction are crimes 
against society as punishable as 
exploitation and discrimination. I 
want to work on making student 
opinions and policy goals public 
and legitimate.
Part of this requires increased 
awareness of ASUM around cam-
pus, which is an obstacle I hope to 
help ASUM overcome during my 
second term. Another part of that 
requires working on a commu-
nity scale, organizing events and 
demonstrations, which I hope to 
contribute to if I continue to sit on 
the Student Political Action Com-
mittee.
3. Fees are a part of life, as 
is inflation. Unfortunately, real-
ity dictates that we occasionally 
increase fees to cover existing 
services. Other times, it dictates 
that expansion of current ser-
vices is necessary to better serve 
the student population, requiring 
more money. Such was the case of 
ASUM Transportation, which re-
ceived money from ASUM along 
with a fee increase this semester. 
More buses with better accessi-
bility were needed to adequately 
serve the expanding Park N Ride 
service, which simultaneously 
helps alleviate the parking issue 
on campus and allows students to 
skip buying an expensive parking 
pass.
This being said, I did not sup-
port the athletics fee increase that 
recently came before ASUM. I 
recognize the disrepair of both the 
Fine Arts Building and the athlet-
ics facilities, but I also recognize 
that in a time of budget shortfalls, 
for both the University of Montana 
and the individual, some renova-
tions will have to wait.
4. I would invite the artist 
M.I.A, formally Mathangi “Maya” 
Arulpragasam, so we could talk 
politics; I would invite Paula Ab-
dul, because I hear she brings the 
party, and lastly, I would invite 
my late dog, Ruth, because she 
was wonderful and my best friend 
for the seven longest years of my 
life.   For dinner, we would feast 
on a smorgasbord of gourmet ice 
creams in the clouds.
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Brian Wemple
junior, undeclared
1. Given that the ASUM bud-
geting process is the main source 
of financial support to student 
groups aside from associational-
based fundraising, I believe that it 
is inherent upon both the ASUM 
and the leadership/membership of 
the student organizations to work 
together proactively to delegate 
funding in a fair and balanced 
manner with accord given to the 
importance and relevant member-
ship of the student organizations 
in question.
2. The current proposals to in-
crease the athletic fee and add the 
MontPIRG fee are in my opinion 
the biggest issues in the near future 
given their impact on the charges 
students will incur next fall. At 
this time I believe it is unsuitable 
to add fees to a student population 
that is facing further budget in-
creases due to cuts in state funding 
for higher education.
3. It depends upon the fee; in-
creases to the allocation for fur-
thering the environmental sustain-
ability of the University I would 
support on the basis of the neces-
sity of such an issue in our day and 
age, however it would take closer 
Alison Wren
freshman, environmental studies 
with a climate change minor
1. In order to promote bet-
ter relationships between student 
groups and ASUM, I will reach 
out to groups and make sure they 
are aware that they can contact me 
with any issues. I’m always willing 
to learn about all sides of an issue 
and am eager to do so. ASUM is 
meant to represent the students’ 
interests, not our own, and in order 
to do this we need student groups 
to voice their concerns to us. 
2. I believe the most important 
issue to be increasing awareness 
and support for is the Climate Ac-
tion Plan that UM signed on to this 
year. Next year will be the first 
full year that the CAP will be in 
effect and we need to make sure 
that action is taken in order to be-
gin working on reaching our 2020 
carbon neutrality goals. 
3. In regards to student fees, I 
strongly support the transportation 
fee. Any increased public trans-
portation that encourages people 
to leave their cars at home and 
reduces UM’s carbon emissions is 
something I support. However, I 
strongly opposed the athletic fee. I 
found it to be extremely unfair and 
unconstitutional to attempt to pass 
a fee that students wouldn’t be giv-
en the chance to vote on. Thanks 
to Senator Rhea for making sure 
that fee was reevaluated and al-
lowed to have a student vote. 
Jake Yerger  
junior, history and communica-
tion studies 
1. I think that the most valuable 
part of the relationship ASUM has 
with student groups is the bud-
geting process; and, to that end, I 
am going to work to help student 
groups receive as much money as 
possible in order to keep Univer-
sity of Montana students involved 
on campus and in the Missoula 
community.  
2. I believe that the single most 
important issue next year will 
have to do with tuition, and the 
University of Montana’s efforts to 
cut costs wherever possible. While 
I understand the importance of 
keeping costs low, I sincerely 
hope that ASUM will be allowed 
a say in the issue of increased tu-
ition.  The low cost of attendance 
here is a draw for many students 
and I hope to help keep it that way.  
3. I support all fee increases, if 
such fee increases are of tangible 
benefit to students — and I there-
fore wholeheartedly support both 
the athletic fee increase (which 
would improve fitness facilities 
for Griz athletes and allow for 
need to address ways to make this 
effort both affordable and more 
easily accessible to everyday stu-
dents.
3. I feel that ASUM is pursuing 
the correct course in this matter 
by relying on a direct vote by the 
student body.
4. Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. 
Grant, and William T. Sherman. 
Sushi.
Continued from page 10 4. I would invite teen pop leg-
end Justin Bieber, founder of the 
contemporary environmental 
movement Rachel Carson, and my 
father, John Wren. We would eat 
Mediterranean food with unlim-
ited pita bread and hummus.
examination of the intricacies of 
this and any fee to warrant the im-
position of such a charge upon the 
students of the University.
4. Jim Morrison, Jimi Hendrix, 
and Jimmy Carter. We would eat 
shepherd’s pie.
Savanna Cochran
freshman, business
1. There’s a real breakdown in 
the chain of communication. As 
a member of senate, I will make 
contact with these student groups 
because through a personal rela-
tionship with the senators groups 
can better express their needs and 
desires.
2. Transportation and parking 
on campus is an ongoing issue that 
affects almost all students. This is-
sue may not have an easy immedi-
ate solution, but we need a feasible 
plan  with a firm completion date 
so we can get the ball rolling and 
have a time frame to be account-
able to. Another issue that will 
be beneficial  to students is adver-
tising current resources. Before we 
devote large amounts of money to 
new programs, let’s spend a small 
amount making the ones already 
in place more accessible.
3. Some fees are  necessary.  It 
would be great if we could get it 
all and not pay for it, but that’s not 
how it works. I do not support the 
MontPIRG fee that will be voted 
on next week. Why pay for some-
thing you already pay for? If you 
choose to donate to MontPIRG, 
great, but I don’t want the school 
making that decision for me.
4. George Orwell — he’s my 
favorite author.
Joey Sustar — the best math 
teacher/director/really good guy 
you’ll come across
Coach Kim Richardson — one 
women who changed the lives of 
hundreds of girls and will remain 
forever in the hearts and minds of 
the lives she changed
And it would be catered by fa-
vorite family-owned Mexican res-
taurant  from back home. Mmm 
Fiesta G’s!
the construction of a new art an-
nex) and the transportation fee. I 
do not support the MontPIRG fee, 
which would raise over $100,000 
for a student group that, to the best 
of my knowledge, hasn’t substan-
tively contributed to campus im-
provements or the academic lives 
of students at the University of 
Montana.  
4. If I could invite three people 
to a dinner party, I’d probably pick 
Abraham Lincoln, John Fogerty 
and Chuck Norris.
Not photographed Editor’s Note:
Kyle Sears had not responded 
by press time.
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Students will have the chance 
this week to decide if the Montana 
Public Interest Research Group 
(MontPIRG) is worth $5 a semes-
ter. The refundable fee will appear 
on a ballot on CyberBear today 
and Thursday, along with candi-
dates for the Associated Students 
of the University of Montana.
MontPIRG is a student-run 
nonprofit group that advocates for 
social action on issues like global 
warming, transportation, health 
care and consumers’ rights. The 
group has existed in various forms 
at the University of Montana since 
1974 and received support through 
a student fee for the first time in 
1982, MontPIRG chair Jared Trill-
ing said.
Throughout its presence at UM, 
the group has received funding 
from student fees some years, but 
lost funding in others. In 2004, the 
Board of Regents, which oversees 
all higher education in Montana, 
overturned a policy governing the 
group’s funding. Trilling said at 
the same time, the Board was not 
in favor of MontPIRG’s support 
of the Hydroelectric Security Act, 
which would have created public 
ownership of electricity produced 
by Montana’s dams. 
MontPIRG has since tried to 
regain its funding through stu-
dent fees. When the measure was 
brought before students last year, 
it did not pass.
While students previously 
funded the organization through 
an “opt-in” fee, with which they 
registered to become members 
and pay the fee, the proposed fee 
would be refundable, meaning 
that all students would be required 
to pay the $5 each semester, but 
could request a refund from Mont-
PIRG afterward.
Trilling said MontPIRG prefers 
a refundable fee because of what 
he called the “freerider effect.”
“When something is optional, 
students will, even when they 
agree with the cause, think some-
one else will support it, and they 
don’t have to, so they won’t,” Trill-
ing said. “In a study we did, we 
found that if 90 percent of students 
support something, only 30 to 40 
percent will contribute.”
If the fee passes and is ap-
proved by the Board of Regents, 
MontPIRG plans to spend the 
first two weeks of every semester 
advertising that the fee is refund-
able and staffing a table in the 
UC where students can register 
for a refund. MontPIRG will mail 
checks to confirmed students. 
Students can continue to request 
refunds throughout the semester, 
Trilling said.
“We absolutely don’t want any-
one who doesn’t support the fee to 
have to pay it,” he said.
MontPIRG expects to gain 
about $124,000 from the student 
fee, the majority of which would 
pay the salaries of professional 
organizers hired to work with stu-
dents on campus and at the legisla-
ture in Helena, according to a bud-
get proposal MontPIRG submitted 
to ASUM.
“We need to hire people be-
cause we just don’t have the ex-
pertise,” Trilling said. “Just like 
we hire professors to teach us cal-
culus, it’s about the time and the 
skills.”
According to the 2010 Mont-
PIRG Concept Plan, which out-
lines its campus involvement and 
plans if the fee passes, the group 
plans to campaign for more state 
funding for higher education, 
consumer protection, hunger and 
homelessness, campaign finance 
reform, environmental protection 
and transportation issues includ-
ing bringing Amtrak back through 
Missoula.
Trilling called reducing the cost 
of higher education MontPIRG’s 
“number one priority.” MontPIRG 
would pay two lobbyists and of-
fer students 12-credit internships 
in Helena to “push legislators to 
form a higher education caucus” 
to lower costs, he said.
MontPIRG also plans to 
provide services including a ten-
ant-landlord hotline and a con-
sumer hotline for students and 
citizens across the state, Trilling 
said. While some ASUM senators, 
including senior William Selph, 
have argued that ASUM provides 
almost all of these services, Trill-
ing said the key difference is that 
MontPIRG’s services would be 
available to all Montana residents, 
while ASUM’s are for students 
only.
“We serve the entire state,” 
Trilling said. “This is student-run 
because it’s just the right thing to 
do. We’re at a time in our lives 
where we can act on our convic-
tions. The whole point is to make 
change on public interest issues. 
This is about citizenship.”
MontPIRG is a member of 
the nation-wide group USPIRG, 
which lobbies for similar issues in 
Washington. Some PIRGs across 
the country are members of the 
national group, but membership 
is not required. If the fee passes, a 
MontPIRG board will decide how 
much of the levied fees are given to 
USPIRG. The average state PIRG 
contribution to USPIRG each year 
is about $36,000, Trilling said.
“We contribute money to US-
PIRG to reduce costs. We decide 
the services we want,” he said.
Through membership in US-
PIRG, MontPIRG would share re-
sources, like website hosting. US-
PIRG also trains organizers and 
lobbyists, Trilling said.
ASUM senator Erik Rose dis-
agreed about the necessity of the 
USPIRG membership, and said 
some of the MontPIRG canvassers 
on campus this week are from out-
side Montana.
“How much of our $36,000 is 
going toward pink T-shirts and 
chalk on other college campuses 
across the country?” Rose said.
Trilling said two PIRG mem-
bers are from out-of-state and they 
were chosen because they were 
trained in campus organizing.
Another area of contention be-
tween supporters and opponents of 
MontPIRG is the question of the 
group’s political affiliations.
“They are not partisan in the 
traditional sense — they’re not 
Republican or Democrat — but 
their policies definitely have 
a left slant,” said ASUM Vice 
President Emily May, saying she 
was speaking for herself, not on 
behalf of ASUM.
She said MontPIRG often takes 
credit for large-scale political ac-
tion to which its contributions were 
only a small part, which she called 
“terribly misleading for students 
and citizens in general.”  That’s 
why she and Selph joined with the 
College Republicans to buy an ad 
in the Kaimin encouraging a “No” 
vote for MontPIRG.
Trilling said such critics “don’t 
understand the difference between 
being partisan and being politi-
cal.”
“We have to go through the 
political system,” he said. “Be-
ing partisan is endorsing a group, 
Refundable $5 MontPIRG fee causes contention
Heidi Groover
Montana Kaimin
See MONTPIRG, page 16
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In the wake of Earth Day, and 
in the middle of Missoula’s Bike 
Walk Bus week, one author sug-
gests we take a few steps back and 
remember the cause of all of the 
hullaballoo.
In Oliver A. Houck’s 2009 book 
“Taking Back Eden: Eight Envi-
ronmental Cases that Changed the 
World,” the author takes a look 
back at the real force of change in 
the fight for the environment: en-
vironmental court cases.
“Earth Day caught everyone by 
surprise,” Houck writes about the 
first Earth Day demonstration on 
the National Mall in Washington, 
D.C. “The FBI, certain that the 
demonstrations were inspired by 
communists, went around the Mall 
taking names.” 
He takes readers through a 
history of the movement that has 
gained speed since the discovery 
of global warming. A primary 
expert, Houck was a prosecutor 
in Washington, D.C., before he 
served as the general council to 
the National Wildlife Federation 
just as protection for the environ-
ment became a cause.
The book offers a look at the 
trend of environmental law and 
hope that the movement doesn’t 
come to an end.
However, to be versed in any 
subject, it’s important to under-
stand all points of view, and author 
Robert Bryce has a different take.
Bryce’s book “Power Hungry: 
The Myths of ‘Green’ Energy and 
the Real Fuels of the Future,” pub-
lished this month, calls for a pub-
lic awakening to the reality of the 
world’s energy crisis.  
He begins by chronicling how 
nations have developed such a 
need for energy, starting when 
people made the switch from 
wood to coal as a main source of 
energy. From there, he devotes a 
part of the book to dispelling what 
he calls “myths” about wind and 
ethanol as alternative energy re-
sources.
In Montana, wind energy has 
become one of Gov. Brian Sch-
weitzer’s talking points, but Bryce 
writes that this kind of energy is 
not only wasteful, it’s hampering 
people in the quest for alternative 
energy sources. He claims it won’t 
put a dent in the huge energy ap-
petite that the growing industrial 
nations require. Bryce is so ada-
mant about wind’s inferiority that 
he even includes a chart of wind 
energy production in the introduc-
tion.
His vote lies with nuclear 
energy, an alternative that has 
gained a bad reputation after the 
accident at Chernobyl. He gives 
suggestions for the solution to 
nuclear waste and finishes the 
book looking forward, as many 
books and articles on the subject 
do, because that is exactly where 
all the wonder lies.
“We must confront the brutal 
facts about energy,” Bryce writes. 
“But as we do so, there’s plenty 
of room for optimism. If we are 
smart, we face a bright future; that 
future need not be one of energy 
shortages and energy crises, but 
instead can be one of energy abun-
dance.” 
Elizabeth Rogers offers some-
thing simpler in her new book, 
“Shift Your Habit: Easy Ways to 
Save Money, Simplify Your Life, 
and Save the Planet.”
If saving the planet is your new 
cause and you don’t know where 
to turn, this book may be for you. 
Packed full of everyday tips from 
cleaning solutions to travel and the 
holidays, it will point you in the 
right direction. 
Each “shift” Rogers suggests 
is accompanied by a monetary 
value saved by a profiled family 
over the course of one year, as-
suring readers that the changes 
will not only make a difference 
in the environment but also in 
their wallets. 
This is a great book to keep on 
a coffee table or in a bathroom — 
the reading is easy and the tips are 
useful.
jessica.stugelmayer@umontana.edu
Expand your enviro-knowledge with some good reads
Jessica Stugelmayer
Montana Kaimin
Carolyn Driedger remembered 
May 18, 1980, as a rare, crystal-
clear spring day in the Pacific 
Northwest.
Driedger had just arrived the day 
before at Mount St. Helens, about 50 
miles northwest of Portland, Ore., to 
study the effect of elevated volcanic 
activity on the summit glaciers. She 
was staying nearby in Vancouver, 
Wash., because of the high risk the 
50,000-year-old mountain would 
erupt. 
Two months earlier, March 15 
marked the beginning of a series 
of small earthquakes near Mount 
St. Helens. Later in the month, 
steam from heated groundwater 
began to emerge from the summit, 
and shortly after, a crater began to 
form high on the summit. 
Through April and early May, 
more and more earthquakes oc-
curred, and for the first time since 
the mid-1800s, the volcano came 
alive. By mid-May, a noticeable 
bulge was forming on the north 
side of the mountain, and soon 
many people were asked to leave 
the area. Those who stayed in-
cluded Harry Truman, long-time 
caretaker of the Spirit Lake lodge 
north of the mountain, and geolo-
gists like David Johnston.
After staying the night in Van-
couver, Driedger and a colleague 
had a perfect view of the moun-
tain as they headed toward it 
shortly after 8:30 a.m. Suddenly, a 
dark cloud began to rise from the 
mountain — obviously out of the 
ordinary on that clear morning. 
Two mintues later, a massive 
cloud of ash emerged from the far 
north side of the volcano.
“This was a completely differ-
ent type of eruption than what we 
had seen, and we were confused,” 
Driedger said. 
They quickly found the next 
freeway exit, got to a phone and 
called the U.S. Geological Service 
headquarters in Vancouver. 
As the north face of the moun-
tain slid away in what was one of 
the largest landslides in recorded 
history, Johnston had just mo-
ments to send a radio message 
back to base. 
“Vancouver, Vancouver, this is 
it!” Johnston screamed over the 
airwaves, just before he was over-
taken by rock and ash. His body 
was never found. 
With orders to return to Van-
couver, Driedger and her coworker 
quickly headed back. 
“We knew then it was a vol-
canic eruption on a scale we had 
never seen before,” Driedger said. 
“It was awe-inspiring.” 
Driedger said that even with con-
firmation of what had happened, 
there was still plenty of confusion, 
including questions about what the 
eruption was producing, such as de-
bris, lava and ash. 
“We were awed by what we 
saw,” Driedger said. “I mean, here 
are these billowing clouds going to 
the north, and our first fear was for 
our colleagues.
“We knew while this was a fas-
cinating event, we also realized that 
people were losing their lives, and it 
sort of took the fun out of covering 
it,” Driedger said. “To know some 
people were killed, it took the wind 
out of our sails, but there was noth-
ing to do but move on.” 
And move on they did. They 
returned to Vancouver and began 
to answer the dozens of calls that 
were coming in from confused 
people and the press. The phones 
rang off the hook for the next four 
days.
Meanwhile, a massive cloud 
of ash blossomed over the Pacific 
Northwest. The cloud reached 
Yakima in mid-Washington in a 
little more than an hour and be-
gan to dump up to 5 inches of ash. 
By mid afternoon, the ash had 
reached Missoula, and by the fol-
lowing morning, ash was falling 
in Denver, Colo. During the first 
nine hours after the eruption, more 
than 540 million tons of ash fell 
over 22,000 square miles, thanks 
in part to stiff high-altitude winds. 
Fifty-seven people died in the 
eruption that caused more than 
$1.1 billon in damage. 
Thirty years later, the events 
of that day haven’t left Driedger’s 
mind. 
Mount St. Helens eruption still a vivid memory years later
See ST HELENS, page 16
Justin Franz
Montana Kaimin
Photo Courtesy of the USGS
Clouds of ash shoot into the air on May 18, 1980, as Mount St. Helens in western Washington erupts in the largest volcanic 
event in the lower 48 states. By late afternoon, Missoula and much of the Pacific Northwest was covered in ash. In a few 
weeks the 30th anniversary will be commemorated with a series of lectures, displays and ceremonies in both Washington 
and Oregon.
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The University of Montana has 
over 200 acres of grass turf, includ-
ing the golf course and Dornblaser 
Field. Maintainence requires weed-
ing, mowing and lots of water. But 
the Native American Center is 
switching course, and it may lead to 
more change on campus.
President Dennison has man-
dated that all new buildings must 
have the Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design certifica-
tion. LEED requires a building to 
score positively in areas of energy 
consumption, resource materials, 
water consumption and connectiv-
ity with the community. 
“LEED requires that we reduce 
irrigation water consumption by 
at least 50 percent,” said Jameel 
Chaudrie, UM architect and de-
signer of the Native American 
Center. “The only way you can ac-
tually really do that is by going to 
native grasses and going with drip 
system irrigation.”
The areas around the Natural 
Sciences Building have native veg-
etation, but such areas are not com-
mon on campus. Chaudrie said the 
Native American Center wanted a 
landscaping theme that was more 
local and with shrubs and grasses 
that provide real value. 
“That’s the idea also, is that you 
don’t need to fertilize the plants,” 
Chaudrie said. “You don’t need to 
use harsh chemicals on them and 
thereby pollute the environment 
and the aquifer by using pesticides 
and herbicides.”
The usual routine is for main 
campus groundskeepers to spray 
over a three-week period begin-
ning after graduation, according 
to groundskeeper manager Rich 
Chaffee. In pairs, workers try to do 
the job quickly using golf carts. The 
worker doing the spraying aims for 
broadleaf weeds like dandelion and 
clover, and they shoot Roundup in 
the cracks, Chaffee said. 
During his six years on the job, 
Chaffee said he and his crew have 
never had a major spill, which is five 
gallons or more. University officials 
could not provide exact figures on 
the amount of pesticides sprayed 
across campus lawns each year. 
Residents of University Villages 
should be aware that workers will 
apply herbicides to selected areas 
around living areas this spring and 
summer. Craighead, Sisson, Elliot, 
Toole and Lewis and Clark villages 
have been sprayed once, but are 
scheduled for another spray.
Ron Brunell, Director of Resi-
dence Life, said crews are careful 
to spot spray for weeds instead of 
dusting large swaths.  
Chaffee’s crew also spreads 
fertilizer in the spring, summer 
and fall. The University of Mon-
tana Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
report shows that 274,000 pounds 
of synthetic fertilizer were used 
on the UM main campus, Bandy 
Ranch, the University Golf Course 
and Dornblaser Field between 
2000 and 2007. 
Some colleges use alternatives 
to chemicals and have improved 
the quality of vegetation and cam-
pus appearance. According to a 
New York Times article, Harvard’s 
landscaping services now employ 
university-made organic compost 
and compost tea to fertilize their 
lawns instead of traditional petro-
leum-based nitrogen fertilizers. 
Groundskeepers said switching to 
organic fertilizers reduced their 
water consumption by 30 percent 
and the health of their grass elimi-
nates the need for herbicides. 
Cherie Peacock, sustainability 
coordinator for the new Office of 
Sustainability, said she’s listened 
to suggestions of alternative meth-
ods of sustainable landscaping, but 
she hasn’t received any project ap-
plications.  
“I think it’s a topic that would be 
good to discuss across campus just 
to have an open discussion to learn 
what we are doing,” Peacock said. 
Peacock said UM has used al-
ternative methods with the Native 
American Center landscaping, and 
there may be possibilities for com-
parable designs in the future.
“I think it’s a piece of a bigger 
question, which is green turf in 
general and what all does it take to 
maintain that,” Peacock said. 
neil.larubbio@umontana.edu
UM attacks another season of weeds with herbicide
Neil LaRubbio
Montana Kaimin
Eric Oravsky/Montana Kaimin
Native grasses adorn the landscape in front of the new Native American Center as part of the university’s  plan to use less 
water and herbicides. 
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another success. He mused about 
the important academic and cul-
tural services the series provides 
for campus and the Missoula 
community.  
“Where the public is con-
cerned, we are sports teams,” he 
said, “but this shows the intel-
lectual, artistic face of the com-
munity.” 
He added that the diverse of-
ferings and large crowds the se-
ries draws are a testament to its 
longevity.             
The “diversity of offerings” 
has been cause for both praise 
and criticism during Drake’s ten-
ure as a coordinator. Choosing 
a captivating lecture topic and 
speaker is not something he takes 
lightly. “It’s about trying to find 
a balance topically, politically, 
ideologically,” he said.  He ac-
knowledged that, despite his at-
tempts to divide attention evenly 
between the humanities, the arts 
and the sciences, controversy is 
bound to arise because everyone 
always has his or her own opinion 
about who should speak and what 
they should speak about.    
Several constituencies on 
campus and in the Missoula 
community, including professors 
and private donors, submit sug-
gestions for speakers, and Den-
nison grants final approval. But 
when it comes down to making 
decisions, Drake more often than 
not assumes the task himself. It 
is a difficult job and he is acutely 
aware of those critics who charge 
the process with being undemo-
cratic.  
“Some people would love a 
committee,” he conceded. 
But as an academic, he has 
served on enough of these bodies 
to develop a disdain for them. 
“They tend not to be brave,” he 
said, adding that they are greatly 
hindered by group dynamics and 
often settle for a “dead level of 
mediocrity.”  
A coordinator, on the other 
hand, has the freedom to make 
tough calls when it comes to indi-
vidual speakers without 12 to 15 
other people wanting to be con-
sulted every step of the way.
James Lopach is just one in-
dividual who is supposed to be 
consulted and freely offers his 
own criticism of the series.  As 
chairman of the political science 
department, he has a say in the 
selection of the speaker at the 
annual Kimmitt lecture on pub-
lic service. He considers himself 
a supporter of the series, but he 
doesn’t attend the lectures as reg-
ularly as he once did because he 
views them as “rather routine and 
predictable.”  
“They seem to be pretty stan-
dard academic lectures,” he said. 
“They’re not offering something 
we otherwise don’t have.”  
Lopach acknowledged that the 
series serves a great role in the 
Missoula community, but said 
that certain aspects of the event 
need to change to become “more 
extraordinary and provocative.” 
He said that as he ages, the 8 p.m. 
lectures deter many older people 
from coming. 
“They’re too late and some 
of us need to be up teaching at 8 
a.m.,” he said with a chuckle.
Drake agreed that not all 
speakers have given enthrall-
ing presentations. Though he 
wouldn’t divulge names, he said 
a small number of speakers have 
assumed that speaking in Mon-
tana allowed them to deliver lec-
tures that were “routine, banal 
and un-thought through.”  These 
speakers, he assured, were in the 
minority.
While faculty members are 
quick to offer what they see as 
constructive criticism, some stu-
dents are eager to sing its prais-
es.  Ashleen Williams, a senior 
majoring in political science, has 
attended 28 lectures in her three 
years at the university, as well 
as numerous afternoon seminars 
and dinners associated with the 
event.  She said she tends to be 
more enthusiastic about hearing 
world-famous academics speak 
than going to the movies.  
A self-described “groupie,” 
Williams has known Drake since 
she was 4 years old. She said she 
made a pact with him, and her-
self, not to miss any lectures.  
“He calls me ‘Old Faithful’ 
because I never miss them,” she 
said. 
Being able to hear guest lec-
turers who are experts in their 
fields is a part of what the univer-
sity experience is supposed to be 
about, she said.  
“The whole community could 
benefit from this, but only certain 
members take it,” she said.
Williams finds entertainment 
and enlightenment in each lec-
ture, but always has an escape 
plan if things get rough.  She 
makes a habit of sitting in the 
back, left-hand corner of the 
venue, two seats over from the 
exit, just in case she needs to 
duck out during questions or 
speeches.  While most audience 
members and their questions 
are benign, she said the lectures 
“tend to draw 9/11 truthers and 
the conspiracy theorists all in 
one room.” This mix of audience 
members has occasionally made 
the event a forum for hostilities.
Drake acknowledges the con-
troversial nature of many of the 
lectures.  With topics ranging 
from why women have sex to the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
the health care debate, people 
are bound to be shocked and of-
fended, he said. There have been 
lecturers like Pakistani journal-
ist Ahmed Rashid, whose mes-
sages about the rise of militant 
Islam and the future obstacles in 
the “war on terror” have proven 
chillingly prophetic. Others, like 
Daniel Jonah Goldhagen, who 
drew harsh sentiments for his 
take on the Holocaust, seem un-
willing to let people forget the 
pain of the past. But despite the 
numerous instances of contro-
versy over the years, one specific 
lecture stands out prominently in 
Drake’s memory.  
On September 11, 2006, Ste-
phen M. Walt of Harvard Univer-
sity’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government delivered a lecture 
titled “What Went Wrong with 
U.S. Foreign Policy” about the 
deteriorating status of the Unit-
ed States in world affairs. “The 
heavens opened up with his lec-
ture” and there was “great, great 
consternation in some quarters,” 
Drake said, referring to Walt’s 
discussion of Arab-Israel rela-
tions in light of his article titled 
“The Israel Lobby and U.S. For-
eign Policy.” Accusations of anti-
semitism were leveled against 
Walt, but Drake considered them 
unwarranted. 
“In fact, I’m most proud to 
have brought him,” he said.
Drake said he wouldn’t let con-
troversy deter him from schedul-
ing divisive lecturers. In fact, his 
most-coveted speaker is Noam 
Chomsky, the linguist and politi-
cal activist, whom Drake hails as 
“a fearless critical observer of the 
American scene.” 
“Now he is someone who is 
viewed with distaste,” Drake 
said.
President Dennison said he 
has been pleased with the “pro-
gressive” speakers the series 
has invited and praised Drake 
for refusing to compromise the 
principles that apply to a college 
campus, despite differences in 
opinion. 
“This effort at opinion neutral-
ity has sometimes created prob-
lems for him,” Dennison said, 
“but he has stayed the course.”      
Looking to the future, Drake 
is cautiously optimistic.  While 
the university’s budget shortfall 
has had no visible impact on 
the lecture series as of yet, he 
says, “Stay tuned, that could all 
change.”
He praised Dennison’s con-
tributions to the series and said 
he hopes the next president is as 
enthusiastic a supporter of the 
event. 
Dennison said he believes the 
series will continue to “bring in-
teresting and outstanding people” 
to the campus to “enrich the con-
versation.”  
“In my view, the President’s 
Lecture Series has become such 
a critical part of the institutional 
culture,” he said.  “Any effort to 
discontinue it will immediately 
raise concerns about the robust-
ness and vitality of the intellec-
tual atmosphere and environment 
on campus.”
andrew.dusek@umontana.edu
LECTURE
From page 1
The rise of China won’t likely 
threaten the United States eco-
nomically or militarily, but it 
could have dangerous social and 
political implications across the 
globe, said Andrew Nathan, the 
final speaker slated for this year’s 
President’s Lecture Series.
Nathan, a professor of political 
science at Columbia University 
who has written and edited more 
than a dozen books on China’s 
politics and history, said the way 
the Chinese government operates, 
through a government-controlled 
press and lack of independent 
courts, could become a more ap-
pealing model of government to 
other countries in the future.
Nathan will present his theories 
in the University Theatre at 8 p.m. 
Thursday. The event is also UM’s 
annual Lucile Speer Memorial 
Lecture. 
Richard Drake, UM coordi-
nator of the President’s Lecture 
Series and chair of the history de-
partment, said Nathan is regarded 
worldwide as a preeminent author-
ity on China.
Drake said the title of Nathan’s 
lecture, “Does the Rise of China 
Threaten American Interests?” 
should be reason enough to attend.
“What American citizen would 
not be interested in finding out the 
answer to that question?” Drake 
said. “There is no one in the world 
who is better able to answer this 
question than Nathan.” 
In addition to the books he’s 
edited and written, Nathan has 
served as director of Columbia’s 
East Asian Institute, and chaired 
the Advisory Committee of Hu-
man Rights Watch, Asia. He con-
tinues to serve on that committee, 
and on the board of Human Rights 
in China. He has held a Guggen-
heim Fellowship, as well as fellow-
ships and grants from groups like 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, for which he’s also 
directed summer seminars. Na-
than received a bachelor’s degree 
in history, a master’s degree in 
East Asian regional studies, and a 
doctorate in political science from 
Harvard University. 
Nathan will also give a seminar 
Thursday titled “China’s Human 
Rights Record and Why It Matters 
to Us” from 3:40 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
in Gallagher Business Building 
Room 123.
While the social effects of Chi-
na’s rise to power may be negative, 
America shouldn’t suffer econom-
ically due to this increase, he said. 
Because our economic prosper-
ity is interdependent with China’s, 
the United States will mostly feel 
the benefits of China’s increasing 
financial prosperity, he said.
Nathan said he hopes his pre-
sentations Thursday will dispel 
fear of China’s changing role in 
the world by giving people more 
of a grip on what the rise of China 
really means to the United States.
carmen.george@umontana.edu 
Last lecturer 
to discuss 
rise of China
Carmen George
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organization, candidate or party, 
and working for their election. We 
work on public interest issues.”
Students advocating for Mont-
PIRG originally requested an en-
dorsement from ASUM to help 
gain support, but withdrew the 
bill two weeks ago.
“At the last minute, a bunch 
of questions came up, and we 
decided we wanted to work with 
our student government to edu-
cate them more on MontPIRG,” 
Trilling said. “There is house 
rule in the ASUM Senate that 
we couldn’t bring the resolution 
up for two weeks after that, and 
at that point, we were just totally 
focused on winning the student 
vote.”
If the fee passes the student 
vote this week, the Board of Re-
gents must approve it before it can 
be added to students’ fees. The 
Board normally considers fee in-
creases only in odd-numbered 
years, but will vote on them in off 
years if “they think the circum-
stances are extenuating,” Trilling 
said.
“In our case, I think it is (an 
extenuating circumstance) be-
cause we are in a crisis as far as 
higher education goes ... and they 
are well aware of that,” Trilling 
said.
heidi.groover@umontana.edu
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
                  LOST AND FOUND  
Lost on 4/19 black Spy sunglasses in 
McGill Hall, reward offered, please call        
406-690-8288
                         FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from Missoula. 
$44-$66/night. Rock Creek Cabins.  
251-6611. 
Cheap Charley’s Mini Storage. Griz 
Discount: Full month free with 3 months 
up front. Student discount for truck rental. 
406-721-7277 
Two available bedrooms for rent in nice, 
quiet South Hills home. $400.00 a month 
includes everything: water, gas, cable, 
electricity, garbage, etc. There is also a 
$400.00 deposit. Please Call Joseph @ 
1-406-949-4293. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath West Side Rattlesnake 
Creek on Bus Route 516 Lolo.  $950/
month.  Available now.  Call Jody 
721-6481.
                  
 HELP WANTED 
Wildland Firefighters Needed call  
406-273-6111 
The Office for Civic Engagement is now 
accepeting applications for next fall’s 
Campus Corps Service Team! Earn a 
living stipend, education award, and gain 
valuable skills! Contact the OCE or check 
our website for details:  
www.dhc.umt.edu/oce 
Are you interested in national service? 
Do you want to spend your summer doing 
meaningful work? The Office for Civic 
Engagment has summer Campus Corps 
positions open! Contact the OCE or see 
website for details:  
www.dhc.umt/oce 
The Office for Civic Engagement is now 
accepting applications for next fall’s 
Campus Corps Service Team! Earn a 
living stipend, education award, and gain 
valuable skills! Contact the OCE or check 
our website for details:  
www.dhc.umt.edu/oce 
Are you interested in national service? 
Do you want to spend your summer doing 
meaningful work? The Office for Civic 
Engagment has summer Campus Corps 
positions open! Contact the OCE or see 
website for details:  
www.dhc.umt.edu/oce 
“Residential Habilitation employee to take 
developmentally disabled and deaf clients 
on outings 10-15 hrs/week. Wage $10/hr. 
Must know American Sign Language. Call 
(406) 541-6966” 
Montana Kaimin is hiring for an Office 
Assistant position for the fall  
semester.  Applications available at  
Montana Kaimin Business Office in 
Anderson Hall 207.  Due by 5:00pm 
Thursday April 29. 
Great opportunity for PT summer  
employment, (longer if desired)! Looking 
for responsible individual to assist 
professional couple with various duties. 
Must have reliable vehicle. Prefer 10-15 
hrs/wk (flexible hrs.). Holidays and 
weekends off. $9.00/hr plus mileage. Call 
Marsha at (406) 360-3505. 
Summer Job opportunity on Flathead Lake 
resort restaurant hiring experienced cooks. 
Call 270-5422 
Now hiring summer positions!  Servers 
& Server Assistants.  Please send resume 
to The Ranch at Rock Creek 79 Carriage 
House Lane Philipsburg, MT 59858.   
406-859-6027 ATTN: Shannon fax to  
406-859-6030 or email:  
Shannon@theranchatrockcreek.com
                       PERSONALS 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments  
available. Please call 243-4711 
“Stuttering Support Group for Adults. UM 
Speech Language and Hearing Clinic
Apr. 30th at 12 noon (Curry Health 
Center-Lower Level)
Contact: Chris Merriman, 243-2377, or 
Christine.merriman@umontana.edu”
                         SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student  
discount! Computer Central  
136 E. Broadway 542-6540 
Basic Wildland Fire classes, May 17-21. 
Call 406-543-0013
                 MISCELLANEOUS 
Best cash price paid for your used guns. 
546-6745 leave message
How does remaining closeted about your 
sexuality affect your life? Anonymously, 
share your experiences and insights about 
being a closeted man who’s sexually 
attracted to other men. The Men’s Health 
Study is recruiting closeted men who 
have sex with men (MSM) to participate 
in anonymous, paid interviews as part of 
a Univerity of Montana research project. 
Call 406-552-2115 for details
Sales Opportunity! Help local business 
owners get new customers and sales! Huge 
demand internet service. Earn $50 - $100 
per sale. 10+ a day potential. Must be self 
motivated and well presented. Call (406) 
992-3704 or dee_jay_ehn@yahoo.com and 
leave contact information. 
“Mount St. Helens changed my 
life,” she said. “I think it changed 
a lot of people.”
Since 1980, Driedger has con-
tinued to study the effects of vol-
canoes on mountaintop glaciers 
and has spent most of her time 
studying Mount St. Helens and 
other volcanoes in the region such 
as Mounts Hood and Rainier. She 
said much of her job is informing 
residents about the dangers of liv-
ing next to these “living” moun-
tains. 
“These volcanoes are guard-
ians of so many communities in 
the Northwest, and people feel a 
personal connection with them,” 
Driedger said. “People can con-
tinue to be close; they just need to 
be prepared … once they are, they 
can continue to enjoy living in the 
shadow of them.” 
Much awareness comes from 
education, according to Jeanne 
Bennett of the Mount St. Helens 
Institute, a nonprofit organization 
formed in 1996.
According to Bennett, what 
brought so much interest to the 
mountain was the huge scale of 
the eruption. Bennett called it 
a once-in-a-lifetime event, and 
although much of the surround-
ing area — now preserved as 
the Mount St. Helens National 
Volcanic Monument — was de-
stroyed in the blast, it is still 
worthy of attention. 
“It’s just an amazing place now, 
and that is something we want 
people to see,” Bennett said, add-
ing that part of the beauty now is 
to see how the surrounding area 
has recovered as plants and ani-
mals return to the area. 
To realize this, Bennett said, 
you can’t visit just once.
“We want people to realize that 
it is constantly changing, and you 
can’t see that in one day,” Bennett 
said. 
Another thing she wants people 
to realize is that the mountain is 
still active and could erupt again, 
although it’s unlikely now because 
the mountain is estimated to see a 
major eruption every 124 years.
“I wouldn’t say it could (erupt), 
I would say it will, just not tomor-
row,” she said. 
With the 30th anniversary ap-
proaching, events will be taking 
place to commemorate the erup-
tion. For more information, visit 
the Mount St. Helens Institute 
at www.mshinstitute.org or the 
Mount St. Helens National Volca-
nic Monument at www.fs.fed.us/
gpnf/mshnvm/.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
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